AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 00-23-032, filed 11/8/00, effective
12/9/00)

WAC 180-51-005 Authority and purpose. (1) The authority for
this chapter is RCW 28A.230.090 which authorizes and requires the
state board of education to establish state high school graduation re-

guirements ((ef—eqﬁ%%&%eﬁeies—éef—s%ﬁdeﬁ%s))
(2) The purpose of this chapter is to establish high school grad-

uation requirements, ( (Fretuding—poticies—andPprocedures—for—eguiva—
teneiess)) for students who commence the ninth grade or the equivalent
of a four-year high school program subsequent to July 1, ((26864))
2012. Graduation requirements and policies and procedures for equiva-
lencies for students who commence the ninth grade or the equivalent of
a four-year high school program prior to July 1, ((2664)) 2012, are
codified in WAC ((+86—-54+—-666)) 180-51-056 and shall remain in effect
for such students pursuant to WAC 180-51-035.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 00-19-108, filed 9/20/00, effective
10/21/00)

WAC 180-51-025 Local school district application of state re-
quirements. The content of courses and the determination of which
courses satisfy particular subject area requirements and whether a
particular course may satisfy more than one subject area requirement
shall be determined locally in accordance with written policies adop-
ted by boards of directors of districts: Provided, that if a ((fer—
eigr)) world language graduation requirement is established, credits
earned in American sign language shall count toward the completion of
the requirement.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 00-19-108, filed 9/20/00, effective
10/21/00)

WAC 180-51-030 High school credit for courses taken before at-
tending high school. ( (See—REW—28A236-0986(4)—~)) (1) A student who
has completed high school courses with a passing grade before attend-
ing high school shall automatically be given high school credit which
shall be applied to fulfilling high school graduation reqgquirements,
unless requested otherwise by the student and the student's parent or
guardian.

(2) At the request of the student and the student's parent or
guardian, high school credit earned before high school may be tran-
scribed with a nonnumerical grade, such as "pass" or "credit." A non-
numerical grade will not be included in the student's high school
grade point average calculation. High school credit earned prior to
high school and transcribed with a nonnumerical grade will apply to
fulfilling high school graduation regquirements.

(3) A student and the student's family must inform the school be-
fore the student graduates if they do not want credit for the
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course (s) taken before attending high school, or if they want to re-
guest that credit be transcribed with a nonnumerical grade.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 05-21-007, filed 10/6/05, effective
11/6/05)

WAC 180-51-035 Applicable standards for graduation for students
under age twenty-one—Applicable standards for graduation for students
age twenty-one or older—Amendments to this chapter. (1) All students
entering a high school program in Washington state shall be assigned
an expected graduation year as required by federal law and this sec-
tion. Once students are assigned a graduation vyear, they will be
aligned to the requirements for that specific graduating class and
subject to the provisions of this section.

(a) Students shall be assigned an expected graduation year based

on the year they commence ((8%k)) ninth grade, or for out-of-district
and out-of-state transfer students, based on local district policy((=+
Provideds—TFhat) ), provided that the expected graduation year for stu-

dents receiving special education services shall be assigned and based
on an individualized education program (IEP) team determination in the
year in which the student turns sixteen.

(b) Students shall have the right and the obligation to meet the
minimum graduation requirements in place for their ((expeected—gradua
tien—vyear—desigrated)) ninth grade cohort at the time they enter a
((edstriet)) public high school, regardless of whether their expected
graduation year has been extended or what year they actually graduate.
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a) A student age twenty-one or older who earns a high
school diploma through the adult high school completion option under
WAC 180-51- 053 shall be requlred to meet the state mlnlmum graduatlon
credit
ef) ) establlshed when the student began their hlgh school program

Such students shall not be required to ((meet—the—feollewing statemin—
imum—graduation—reguirements—under—WAC—330-51—-0631+)) earn a certifi-

cate of academic achievement ((e®)), a certificate of individual ach-
ievement, or meet pathway graduation requirements under WAC
180-51-210;

(b) The state board of education reserves the prerogative to de-
termine if and when the waived requirements under (a) of this subsec-
tion shall be required to earn an adult high school completion diplo-
ma.

((#4)>)) (3) Unless otherwise required by statute, all subsequent
amendments to ((this—ehapter)) credit graduation requirement rules and
all subsequent local standards shall apply prospectively to the stu-
dents who enter the ninth grade or begin the equivalent of a four-year
high school program subsequent to the amendments.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 00-19-108, filed 9/20/00, effective
10/21/00)

WAC 180-51-040 Copies of graduation requirements for each year.
(1) Each high school shall keep on file for student and public inspec-
tion a copy of the state board of education rules and guidelines re-
garding high school graduation requirements and procedures for equiva-
lencies applicable for the school year, including the preceding ten
years. Any locally adopted high school graduation requirements and
procedures for equivalencies shall also be kept on file with such
state requirements. Copies of state requirements by year also shall be
kept on file in the office of the state board of education.

(2) The state board of education and the superintendent of public
instruction are not authorized by law to issue a high school diploma.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 12-03-052, filed 1/11/12, effective
2/11/12)

WAC 180-51-050 High school credit—Definition. As used in this
chapter the term "high school credit" shall mean:

(1) Grades nine through twelve or the equivalent of a four-year
high school program, or as otherwise provided in RCW 28A.230.090(4):

(a) Successful completion, as defined by written district policy,
of courses taught to the state's ((essenptial—academie—Tearning—=r
guirements—+) ) learning standards((+)). If there are no state-adopted
learning standards for a subject, the local governing board, or its
designee, shall determine learning standards for the successful com-
pletion of that subject; or

(b) Satisfactory demonstration by a student of proficiency/compe-
tency, as defined by wrltten district policy, of the state's ((essen—

tial aﬁad J.I.l_LA :lL (_A.J_J.J._Ll.lv r \.i\A_LJ_ J.I.l J.J.tk_) ) ) learnlng Standards ( (+) ) .
(2) College and university course work. At the college or univer-
sity level, five quarter or three semester hours shall equal ((+8))

one high school credit: Provided, that for the purpose of this subsec-
tion, "college and university course work" means course work that gen-
erally is designated 100 level or above by the college or university.

(3) Community/technical college high school completion program -
Diploma awarded by community/technical colleges. Five quarter or three
semester hours of community/technical college high school completion
course work shall equal ((+%)) one high school credit: Provided, that
for purposes of awarding equivalency credit under this subsection,
college and university high school completion course work includes
course work that is designated below the 100 level by the college and
the course work 1is developmental education at grade levels nine
through twelve or the equivalent of a four-year high school program.
(See also WAC 180-51-053)

(4) Community/technical college high school completion program -
Diploma awarded by school district. A minimum of ((=5)) one-half and a
maximum of ((&8)) one high school credit may be awarded for every
five quarter or three semester hours of community/technical college
high school completion course work: Provided, that for purposes of
awarding equivalency credit under this subsection, college and univer-
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sity high school completion course work includes course work that is
designated below the 100 level by the college and the course work 1is
developmental education at grade levels nine through twelve or the
equivalent of a four-year high school ©program. (See also WAC
180-51-053)

(5) Each high school district board of directors shall adopt a
written policy for determining the awarding of equivalency credit au-
thorized under subsection (4) of this section. The policy shall apply
uniformly to all high schools in the district.

(6) Each high school district board of directors shall adopt a
written policy regarding the recognition and acceptance of earned
credits. The policy shall apply to all high schools in the district.
The policy may include reliance on the professional judgment of the
building principal or designee in determining whether or not a credit
meets the district's standards for recognition and acceptance of a
credit. The policy shall include an appeal procedure to the district
if it includes reliance on the professional judgment of the building
principal or designee.

(7) A student must first obtain a written release from their
school district to enroll in a high school completion program under
subsection (3) of this section if the student has not reached age
eighteen or whose class has not graduated.

NEW SECTION

WAC 180-51-056 Previous requirements for high school graduation.
This section describes the statewide minimum credit and subject areas
requirements for high school graduation for students who entered the
ninth grade or began the equivalent of a four-year high school program
prior to July 1, 2012 (the class of 2015 and previous classes). This
section applies to students of the applicable graduation cohorts in
high school completion programs at community and technical colleges.

(1) The minimum credit and subject area requirements, except as
noted in subsections (2) and (3) of this section, are as follows:

(a) Three English credits (reading, writing, and communications)
that at minimum align with grade 1level expectations for ninth and
tenth grade, plus content that is determined by the district.

(b) Two science credits (physical, life, and earth) that at mini-
mum align with grade level expectations for ninth and tenth grade,
plus content that is determined by the district. At least one credit
in laboratory science is required which shall be defined locally.

(c) Two and one-half social studies credits that at minimum align
with the state's learning standards in civics, economics, geography,
history, and social studies skills at grade ten and/or above plus con-
tent that is determined by the district. The social studies require-
ment shall consist of the following mandatory courses or equivalen-
cies:

(1) One credit shall be required in United States history and
government which shall include study of the Constitution of the United
States.

(ii) Under the provisions of RCW 28A.230.170 and 28A.230.090,
one-half credit shall be required in Washington state history and gov-
ernment which shall include study of the Constitution of the state of
Washington and shall include information on the culture, history, and
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government of the American Indian peoples who were the first inhabi-
tants of the state. If taken in seventh or eighth grade, this course
may meet the state history and government graduation requirement. How-
ever, the course may only count as a high school credit if the academ-
ic level of the course exceeds the requirements for seventh and eighth
grade classes or 1is equivalent to a course offered at a high school in
the district as determined by the school district board of directors
(RCW 28A.230.090). The study of the United States and Washington state
Constitutions shall not be waived but may be fulfilled through an al-
ternative learning experience approved locally under written district
policy. Secondary school students who have completed and passed a
state history and government course of study in another state, and
students who transferred from another state as eleventh or twelfth
grade students who have or will have earned two credits 1in social
studies at graduation, may have the Washington state history and gov-
ernment requirement waived.

(iii) One credit shall be required in contemporary world history,
geography, and problems. Courses in economics, sociology, civics, po-
litical science, international relations, or related courses with em-
phasis on current problems may be accepted as equivalencies.

(d) One-half credit of health.

(e) One and one-half credits of physical education. Students may
be excused from the physical education requirement under RCW
28A.230.050. Such excused students shall be required to demonstrate
proficiency/competency in the knowledge portion of the physical educa-
tion requirement, in accordance with written district policy. Such
policies that should be based upon meeting both health and physical
education curricula concepts as well as alternative means of engaging
in physical activities, as directed in RCW 28A.210.365.

(f) One arts credit that at minimum is aligned to learning stand-
ards.

(g) One credit in career and technical education or occupational
education. Courses that meet this requirement include courses that are
part of career and technical education programs, as defined in chapter
28A.700 RCW, or occupational education courses as identified by the
district. "Occupational education" means credits resulting from a ser-
ies of learning experiences designed to assist the student to acquire
and demonstrate competency of skills under student learning goal four
(RCW 28A.150.210) and are required for success in current and emerging
occupations. At a minimum, these competencies shall align with the
definition of an exploratory course as contained in the career and
technical education program standards of the office of the superin-
tendent of public instruction. Districts are encouraged to offer ca-
reer and technical education programs, as defined in RCW 28A.700.010.

(1) An exception of the career and technical education require-
ment may be made for private schools as provided in WAC 180-90-160.

(ii) A student who earns credit through a career and technical
education course determined by the district or by the office of the
superintendent of public instruction to be equivalent to a noncareer
and technical education course per RCW 28A.700.070, will not be re-
quired to pass a course in the noncareer and technical education sub-
ject to earn a credit in the noncareer and technical education sub-
ject. The single career and technical education course equivalency
meets two graduation requirements, the career and technical education
subject area graduation requirement and the noncareer and technical
education subject area graduation requirement. The student therefore
has an additional elective credit.
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(h) Five and one-half credits of electives. Districts may replace
these credits with local district requirements through written dis-
trict policy.

(1) Each student shall have a high school and beyond plan for
their high school experience, that informs course-taking and that is
aligned with the student's postsecondary goals.

(2) For students who entered ninth grade prior to July 1, 2009
(graduating classes preceding the class of 2013), additional gradua-
tion requirements are as follows:

(a) The total minimum number of credits required for high school
graduation is nineteen.

(b) Two mathematics credits that at minimum align with mathemat-
ics grade level expectations for ninth and tenth grade, plus content
that is determined by the district.

(3) For students who entered ninth grade as of July 1, 2009,
through June 30, 2012 (the class of 2013 through the class of 2015),
additional graduation requirements are as follows:

(a) The total minimum number of credits required for high school
graduation is twenty.

(b) Three mathematics credits that align with the high school
mathematics standards as developed and revised by the office of the
superintendent of public instruction and satisfy the requirements set
forth below:

(1) Unless otherwise provided for in (b) (ii) of this subsection,
the three mathematics credits required under this section must in-
clude:

A) Algebra 1 or integrated mathematics I;

B) Geometry or integrated mathematics II; and

C) Algebra 2 or integrated mathematics IIT.

ii) A student may elect to pursue a third credit of high school-
level mathematics, other than algebra 2 or integrated mathematics III,
based on a career-oriented program of study identified in the stu-
dent's high school and beyond plan that is currently being pursued by
the student.

(
(
(
(

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 14-19-032, filed 9/8/14, effective
10/9/14)

WAC 180-51-067 State subject and credit requirements for high
school graduation—Students entering the ninth grade on or after July
1, 2012, through June 30, 2015. The statewide subject areas and cred-
its required for high school graduation, beginning July 1, 2012, for
students who enter the ninth grade or begin the equivalent of a four-
year high school program, as of July 1, 2012, through June 30, 2015,
except as provided in WAC 180-51-068(11), shall total twenty as provi-
ded below. The credit and subject area requirements in this section
apply to districts with a waiver to delay implementing WAC 180-51-068.
For such districts, this section will apply to students who entered
ninth grade between July 1, 2012, and June 30, 2016. All credits are
to be aligned with the state's ((essenptial—aecademice tearningregutsr
merts—+) ) learning standards((3+)) for the subject. The content of any
course shall be determined by the local school district.

(1) Four English credits.
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(2) Three mathematics credits that satisfy the requirements set
forth below:

(a) Unless otherwise provided for in (d) through (g) of this sub-
section, the three mathematics credits required under this section
must include:

(i) Algebra 1 or integrated mathematics I;

(ii) Geometry or integrated mathematics II; and

(iii) Algebra 2 or integrated mathematics III.

(b) A student may elect to pursue a third credit of high school-
level mathematics, other than algebra 2 or integrated mathematics III,
if all of the following requirements are met:

(1) The student's elective choice is based on a career-oriented
program of study identified in the student's high school and beyond
plan that is currently being pursued by the student;

(ii) The student's parent(s)/guardian(s) (or designee for the
student if a parent or guardian is unavailable) agree that the third
credit of mathematics elected is a more appropriate course selection
than algebra 2 or integrated mathematics III because it will better
serve the student's education and career goals;

(11id) A meeting is held with the student, the pa-
rent (s) /guardian(s) (or designee for the student if a parent or guard-
ian is unavailable), and a high school representative for the purpose
of discussing the student's high school and beyond plan and advising
the student of the requirements for credit bearing two- and four-year
college level mathematics courses; and

(iv) The school has the parent(s)/guardian(s) (or designee for
the student if a parent or guardian is unavailable) sign a form ac-
knowledging that the meeting with a high school representative has oc-
curred, the information as required was discussed, and the pa-
rent (s) /guardian(s) (or designee for the student if a parent or guard-
ian is unavailable) agree that the third credit of mathematics elected
is a more appropriate course selection given the student's education
and career goals.

(c) ((Courses—in—ta)—and—{(b)—ofthissubsectionmay be—taken—ecur-
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Equivalent career and technical education mathematics courses meeting

the requirements set forth in RCW 28A.230.097 can be taken for credit
instead of any of the mathematics courses set forth in (a) of this
subsection if the career and technical education mathematics courses
are recorded on the student's transcript using the equivalent academic
high school department designation and course title.

(d) A student who prior to ninth grade successfully completes one
or more high school level math courses with a passing grade that is
automatically transcribed on the student's high school transcript in
accordance with RCW 28A.230.090 and WAC 180-51-030, or a student who
demonstrates mastery/competency in high school math subjects and has
received credit for them, may use these credits to meet their math
graduation requirements. Upon completion of algebra 1 or integrated
math T, geometry or integrated math II, and a third credit of high
school level math that aligns with the student's high school and be-
vond plan, the student should be encouraged to consider additional
math courses, which align with the student's education and career
goals in their high school and bevond plan.

(e) A student who prior to ninth grade successfully completes one
or more high school level math courses with a passing grade and opts
to receive no high school credit for such course(s) in accordance with
RCW 28A.230.090 and WAC 180-51-030, or a student who demonstrated mas-—
tery/competency 1in these subjects but did not receive high school
credits, may either:

(1) Repeat the course(s) for credit in high school; or
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(ii) Farn three credits of high school mathematics in different
math subjects than those completed before high school. The student
must take algebra 1 or integrated mathematics I and geometry or inte-
grated math ITI in high school if the student did not complete these
courses at a high school level prior to high school, but the student
does not need to repeat courses if the student already took the cour-
ses at a high school level.

(3) Two science credits, at least one of the two credits must be
in laboratory science.

(4) Three social studies credits (((2-5)) two credits prescribed
courses, plus ((a—=5)) one credit social studies elective) and a non-
credit requirement. The social studies requirement shall consist of
the following mandatory courses or equivalencies:

(a) One credit shall be required in United States history.

(b) Successful completion of Washington state history and govern-
ment shall be required, subject to the provisions of RCW 28A.230.170;
RCW 28A.230.090 and WAC 392-410-120, and shall ( (econsider—inectuding))
include information on the cultures, ((khistery)) histories, and gov-
ernments of the American Indian peoples who ((were)) are the first in-
habitants of the state. Successful completion of Washington state his-
tory must be noted on each student's transcript. The Washington state
history and government requirement may be waived by the principal for
students who: (i) Have successfully completed a state history and gov-
ernment course of study in another state; or (ii) are in eleventh or
twelfth grade and who have not completed a course of study in Washing-
ton's history and state government because of previous residence out-
side the state.

(c) One-half credit shall be required in contemporary world his-
tory, geography, and problems. Courses in economics, sociology, civ-
ics, political science, international relations, or related courses
with emphasis on contemporary world problems may be accepted as equiv-
alencies.

(d) One-half credit shall be required in civics and include at a
minimum the content listed in RCW 28A.230.093.

(5) ((Fwo—health—and fitness ecredits—{(-5eredit—heatths—+-5ecred
+ts—fitness))) One—-half credits of health.

(6) One and one-half credits of physical education. Students may
be excused from the ((fitmess)) physical education requirement under

RCW 28A.230.050. Such excused students shall be required to demon-
strate ((prefieieney/fcompeteney—in)) competency/mastery of the knowl-
edge portion of the ((fitmess)) physical education requirement, in ac-
cordance with written district policy. Such policies should be based
upon addressing health and physical education learning standards as
well as alternative means of engaging in physical activities, as di-
rected in RCW 28A.210.365.

((#6>)) (7) One arts credit. The essential content in this sub-
ject area may be satisfied in the visual or performing arts.

((~)) (8) One credit in career and technical education or occu-
pational education.

(a) "Occupational education”™ means credits resulting from a ser-
ies of learning experiences designed to assist the student to acquire
and demonstrate competency of skills under student learning goal four
and which skills are required for success in current and emerging oc-
cupations. At a minimum, these competencies shall align with the defi-
nition of an exploratory course as contained in the career and techni-
cal education ((4€¥E))) program standards of the office of the super-
intendent of public instruction.
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((#=r)) (b) Students who earn a graduation requirement credit
through a ((€FE)) career and technical education course ((Feeadtdty))
determined by the district or by the office of the superintendent of
public instruction to be equivalent to a ((men—€¥E)) noncareer and
technical education course will not be required to earn a second cred-
it in the ((mer—€FE)) noncareer and technical education course sub-
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. The student earns one credit while meetinq two graduation
requirements, a career and technical education requirement and the
noncareer and technical education subject requirement. The total num-
ber of credits required for graduation remains unchanged, and the stu-
dent will need to earn an additional elective credit.

(9) Four credits of electives.

((#%)) (10) FEach student shall have a h;gh school and beyond
plan for their high school experience, ( (4
de—the—year—feollowinggraduatien)) as described in WAC 180-51-220.

((3+60)) (11) Students who complete and pass all required Inter-
national Baccalaureate Diploma Programme courses are considered to
have satisfied state subject and credit requirements for graduation
from a public high school, subject to the provisions of RCW
28A.230.090, 28A.230.170, and chapter 28A.230 RCW.

the—esxtensions)) (12) A student with an individualized education pro-

gram (IEP) must be provided the opportunity to meet graduation re-
guirements that align with the student's high school and beyond plan
pursuant to WAC 180-51-115.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 14-19-032, filed 9/8/14, effective
10/9/14)

WAC 180-51-068 State subject and credit requirements for high
school graduation—Students entering the ninth grade on or after July
1, 2015, through June 30, 2017. The statewide subject areas and cred-
its required for high school graduation, beginning July 1, 2015, for
students who enter the ninth grade or begin the equivalent of a four-
year high school program (the class of 2019), shall total twenty-four
as required in this section, except as otherwise provided in subsec-
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tions (11) and (12) of this section. All credits are to be aligned
with the state's ( (esseptiat——aecademie)) learning ( (reguirements))
standards developed under RCW 28A.655.070 for the subject. The content
of any course shall be determined by the local school district.

(1) Four English credits.

(2) Three mathematics credits that satisfy the requirements set
forth in (a) through (e) of this subsection:

(a) Unless otherwise provided for in (b) of this subsection, the
three mathematics credits required under this section must include:
(1 ) Algebra 1 or integrated mathematics I;
(ii) Geometry or integrated mathematics II; and
(iii) A third credit of high school mathematics, aligning with
st

the udent's 1nterests and high school and beyond plan ((as—previded
EIE (100 £ +h o PPN S ~d + 1 P SR NN + - + ot
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£h third—eredit—+to—meet—the —reguirements—eof —+this——secetions) ), with
agreement of the student's parent or guardian. The high school and be-
vond plan must be provided to the student's parents or guardians in
their native language if that language is one of the two most fre-
gquently spoken non-English langquages of students in the district (RCW
28A.230.090). Districts are encouraged to provide plans to parents and
guardians in additional languages as needed, to the extent feasible.
If the parent or guardian is unavailable or does not indicate a pref-
erence for a specific course, the school counselor or principal may
provide agreement with the plan.

(b) A student who prior to nlnth grade successfully ((compteted

[ 11 ] 0TS-1668.2



assessment—system—ir—REW—28A-655-061~<)) completes one or more high

school level math courses with a passing grade that is automatically
transcribed on the student's high school transcript in accordance with
RCW 28A.230.090 and WAC 180-51-030, or a student who demonstrates mas-—
tery/competency in high school math subjects and has received credit
for them, may use these credits to meet their math graduation require-
ments. Refer to WAC 180-51-030 for information about opting out of
credits and numerical grades. Upon completion of algebra 1 or integra-
ted math I, geometry or integrated math II, and a third credit of high
school level math that aligns with the student's high school and be-
vond plan, the student should be encouraged to consider additional
math courses, which align with the student's education and career
goals in their high school and bevond plan.

(c) A student who prior to ninth grade successfully completes one
or more high school level math courses with a passing grade and opts
to receive no high school credit for such course(s) in accordance with
RCW 28A.230.090 and WAC 180-51-030, or a student who demonstrated mas-
tery/competency in these subjects but did not receive high school
credits, may either:

(1) Repeat the course(s) for credit in high school; or

(1i) Farn three credits of high school mathematics in different
math subjects than those completed before high school. The student
must take algebra 1 or integrated mathematics I and geometry or inte-
grated math II in high school if the student did not complete these
courses at a high school level prior to high school, but the student
does not need to repeat courses if the student already took the cour-
ses at a high school level.

(3) Three science credits, at least two of which must be in labo-
ratory science as provided in subsection (15) (a) of this section. A
student may choose the content of the third credit of science, based
on the student's interests and high school and beyond plan, with
agreement of the student's parent or guardian((+—e¥+)). The high
school and bevyond plan must be provided to the student's parents or
guardians in their native language if that language is one of the two
most frequently spoken non-English languages of students in the dis-
trict (RCW 28A.230.090). Districts are encouraged to provide plans to
parents and guardians in additional languages as needed, to the extent
feasible. If the parent or guardian is unavailable or does not indi-
cate a preference for a specific course, agreement ((ef—the)) may be

provided by the school counselor or principal. ((A—reguest—Ffor—agree—

Y .
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- 4+ P
4) Three social studies credits (((2-5)) two credits prescribed
)

courses, plus a ((=5)) one credit social studies elective) and a non-
credit requirement. The social studies requirement shall consist of
the following mandatory courses or equivalencies:

(a) One credit shall be required in United States history.

(b) Successful completion of Washington state history and govern-
ment shall be required, subject to the provisions of RCW 28A.230.170,
28A.230.090 and WAC 392-410-120, and shall ((eonsider—dnetugding)) in-—
clude information on the cultures, ((kistery)) histories, and govern-
ments of the American Indian peoples who ((we¥re)) are the first inhab-
itants of the state. Successful completion of Washington state history
must be noted on each student's transcript. The Washington state his-
tory and government requirement may be waived by the principal for
students who:

(1) Have successfully completed a state history and government
course of study in another state; or

(ii) Are in eleventh or twelfth grade and who have not completed
a course of study in Washington's history and state government because
of previous residence outside the state.

(c) One-half credit shall be required in contemporary world his-
tory, geography, and problems. Courses in economics, sociology, civ-
ics, political science, international relations, or related courses
with emphasis on contemporary world problems may be accepted as equiv-
alencies.

(d) One-half credit shall be required in civics and include at a
minimum the content listed in RCW 28A.230.093.

(5) ((Fwo—health—and fitness ecredits—{(-5eredit—healtths—+-5ered

tressy)) One-half credit in health.

6) One and one-half in physical education. Students may be ex-
cused from the ((fitmess)) physical education requirement under RCW
28A.230.050. Such excused students shall be required to demonstrate
( (profiecieney/competeney—3in)) competency/mastery of the knowledge por-
tion of the fitness requirement, in accordance with written district
policy. Such policies should be based upon addressing health and phys-
ical education learning standards as well as alternative means of en-
gaging in physical activities, as directed in RCW 28A.210.365.

((#6>)) (7) Two arts credits. The essential content in this sub-
ject area may be satisfied in the visual or performing arts. One of
the two arts credits may be replaced with a personalized pathway re-
quirement as provided in subsection (15) (c) of this section.

((~)) (8) One credit in career and technical education.

(a) A career and technical education ((4#&¥Ey)) credit means a
credit resulting from a course in a ((€FE)) career and technical edu-
cation program or occupational education credit as contained in the
((€FE)) career and technical education program standards of the office
of the superintendent of public instruction. "Occupational education"
means credits resulting from a series of learning experiences designed
to assist the student to acquire and demonstrate competency of skills
under student learning goal four and which skills are required for
success in current and emerging occupations. At a minimum, these com-
petencies shall align with the definition of an exploratory course as
contained in the ((€¥E)) career and technical education program stand-
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ards of the office of the superintendent of public instruction. Dis-
tricts are encouraged to offer career and technical education pro-
grams, as defined in RCW 28A.700.010.

(b) An exception may be made for private schools as provided in
WAC 180-90-160.

JeE T ST ] n E o
=) S A U IT LV 2w
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4+3¥)) (c) A student who earns credit through a career and techni-

cal education course determined by the district or by the office of
the superintendent of public instruction to be equivalent to a nonca-
reer and technical education core course (RCW 28A.700.070 and subsec-
tion (14) of this section), will not be required to pass a course in
the noncareer and technical education subject to earn a credit in that
subject. The student earns one credit while meeting two graduation re-
guirements, a career and technical education regquirement and the non-
career and technical education subject requirement. The total number
of credits required for graduation remain unchanged, and the student
will need to earn an additional elective credit.

(9) Two credits in world languages or personalized pathway re-
quirements. If the student has chosen a four-year degree pathway under
subsection ((#63)) (11) of this section, the student shall be advised
to earn two credits in world languages.

((#%)) (10) Four credits of electives.

((4H8>r)) (11) Each student shall have a high school and beyond

plan to guide his or her high school experience, ((freloding—plans—Ffor

++1))) as described in WAC 180-51-220.

(12) A school district wishing to implement the requirements for
high school graduation for students who enter the ninth grade or begin
the equivalent of a four-year high school program on July 1, 2016, or
July 1, 2017, rather than July 1, 2015, may apply to the state board
of education for a temporary waiver of the requirements of this sec-
tion. The state board of education shall post an application form on
its web site for use by districts seeking this waiver.

(a) An application for a waiver must:

(1) Meet the requirements of chapter 217, Laws of 2014 (E2SSB
6552), which include describing why the waiver is being requested, the
specific impediments preventing timely implementation of the high
school graduation requirements established in subsections (1) through
((#%)) (10) of this section, and the efforts that will be taken to
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achieve implementation with the graduating class proposed under the
wailver.

(ii) Be accompanied by a resolution adopted by the district board
of directors requesting the waiver. The resolution must state the en-
tering freshman class or classes for whom the waiver is requested, and
be signed by the board chair or president and the district superin-
tendent.

(b) A district implementing a waiver shall continue to be subject
to the requirements of WAC 180-51-067 during the school year or years
for which the waiver has been granted.

(c) Nothing shall prevent a district granted a waiver from elect-
ing to implement subsections (1) through ((+8))) (11) of this section
during the term for which the waiver is granted. A district granted a
waiver that elects to implement subsections (1) through ((8))) (11)
of this section shall provide notification of such decision to the
state board of education.

(d) The state board of education shall post the application for
each waiver on its public web site.

((3+2r)) (13) A school district that grants high school diplomas
may waive up to two of the credits required for graduation under this
section for individual students for reason of ((amustalt)) a student's
circumstances, as defined by the district. Unless otherwise provided
in law, students granted a waiver under this subsection must earn the
seventeen required subject credits in subsections (1) through (7) of
this section, which may be by satisfactory demonstration of competence
under WAC 180-51-050. The waiving of credits for individual students
for reason of ((smwsuvat)) a student's circumstances must be in accord-
ance with written policies adopted by resolution of each board of di-
rectors of a district that grants diplomas.

(433 vl - : : : . :

—~ 4+
14) Career and technical education courses determined by the

district or by the office of the superintendent of public instruction
to be equivalent to a noncareer and technical education course in ac-
cordance with RCW 28A.700.070 can be taken for credit in place of that
course. FEqgquivalencies may be determined for any of the core credit
graduation requirements of subsection (4) of this section.

(15) Students who complete and pass all required International
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme courses are considered to have satis-
fied state subject and credit requirements for graduation from a pub-
lic high school, subject to the provisions of RCW 28A.230.090,
28A.230.170, and chapter 28A.230 RCW.

((+>y)) (16) A student with an individualized education program
must be provided the opportunity to meet graduation reguirements that
align with the student's high school and beyond plan pursuant to WAC
180-51-115.

(17) Definitions:

(a) "Laboratory science" means any instruction that provides op-
portunities for students to interact directly with the material world,
or with data drawn from the material world, using the tools, data col-
lection techniques, models and theories of science. A laboratory sci-
ence course meeting the requirement of subsection (3) of this section
may include courses conducted in classroom facilities specially de-
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signed for laboratory science, or coursework in traditional class-
rooms, outdoor spaces, or other settings which accommodate elements of
laboratory science as identified in this subsection;

(b) "Personalized pathway" means a locally determined body of
coursework identified in a student's high school and beyond plan that
is deemed necessary to attain the post-secondary career or educational
goals chosen by the student;

(c) "Personalized pathway requirements" means up to three course
credits chosen by a student under subsections (6) and (8) of this sec-
tion that are included in a student's personalized pathway and prepare
the student to meet specific post-secondary career or educational
goals.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 07-07-064, filed 3/14/07, effective
4/14/07)

WAC 180-51-095 Temporary exemption from course and credit re-
quirements. Annual exemptions to the definition of an annualized high
school credit may be granted upon the request of an approved private
school which offers evidence that delineates content, time, or compe-
tency assessments which are substantially equivalent to the definition
stated in WAC 180-51-050. The waiver process shall be administered by

the ( (superintendent—eof publieinstruetion)) state board of education.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 07-07-051, filed 3/14/07, effective
4/14/07)

WAC 180-51-115 Procedures for granting high school graduation
credlts for students with spec1a1 educatlonal needs ( (H—Ne—student

28A655-060—F3Hft)=)) A student with an individualized educatlon pro-

gram must be provided needed accommodations to progress in the general
curriculum toward meeting state and local graduation reguirements. In
limited circumstances, when determined necessary by the individualized
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education program team due to the unigue needs resulting from the stu-
dent's disability, a graduation credit and subject area reguirement
may be substituted with comparable content course work or exempted, as
identified in the individualized education program team course of
study and aligned to the student's high school and bevond plan.

NEW SECTION

WAC 180-51-201 Overview of the requirements for a high school
diploma beginning in 2020. For students who enter the ninth grade or
begin the equivalent of a four-year high school program as of July 1,
2016, (the class of 2020) or later, the graduation requirements shall
consist of:

(1) State credit and subject area requirements as established in
WAC 180-51-067, 180-51-068, or 180-51-210 in this chapter, depending
on the credit graduation requirements aligned with the year the stu-
dent entered ninth grade; and, credit and subject area requirements
established by local school boards. Students in the class of 2019 and
the class of 2020 in districts with a waiver to delay implementation
of WAC 180-51-068 shall graduate with the credit and subject area re-
quirements of WAC 180-51-067 until the expiration of the waiver.

(2) A high school and beyond plan that must include the minimum
requirements established in RCW 28A.230.090 and WAC 180-51-220 in this
chapter. Local school boards may establish additional requirements for
a high school and beyond plan to serve the needs and interests of its
students. Any decision on whether a student has met the requirement of
a high school and beyond plan shall be made by the district.

(3) A graduation pathway option. Students must meet the require-
ments of at least one of eight graduation pathway options in chapter
28A.655 RCW and WAC 180-51-230.

NEW SECTION

WAC 180-51-210 State subject and credit requirements for high

school graduation. (1) Definitions. The definitions in this section
apply throughout this chapter.
(a) "Laboratory science" means any instruction that provides op-

portunities for students to interact directly with the material world,
or with data drawn from the material world, using the tools, data col-
lection techniques, models and theories of science. A laboratory sci-
ence course meeting the requirement of subsection (4) of this section
may include courses conducted in classroom facilities specially de-
signed for laboratory science, or course work in traditional class-
rooms, outdoor spaces, or other settings which accommodate elements of
laboratory science as identified in this subsection;

(b) "Personalized pathway" means a locally determined body of
course work identified in a student's high school and beyond plan that
is deemed necessary to attain the postsecondary career or educational
goals chosen by the student;

(c) "Personalized pathway requirements" means up to three course
credits chosen by a student that are included in a student's personal-
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ized pathway, that prepare the student to meet specific postsecondary
career or educational goals, and that align with the student's high
school and beyond plan. A student's personalized pathway requirements
are included in the student's flexible credits, as defined in this
subsection.

(d) "Core credit" 1is a credit earned through course work or
through mastery- or competency-based credit in the subject areas lis-
ted in subsection (4) of this section. Students subject to the gradua-
tion requirements in this section must earn seventeen core credits in
high school. Core credits do not include electives or personalized
pathway requirements and may not be waived under RCW 28A.230.090
(1) (e) or subsection (2) of this section.

(e) "Flexible credit" 1s a credit that 1is either an elective
credit or a personalized pathway requirement. Flexible credits may be
waived under RCW 28A.230.090 and subsection (2) of this section, and
are listed in subsection (5) of this section.

(2) A school district that grants high school diplomas may waive
up to two of the flexible credits required for graduation under sub-
section (4) of this section for an individual student, based on the
student's circumstances. Districts will grant any such waiver in ac-
cordance with written district policy. A student granted a waiver un-
der this subsection must earn the core credits in subsection (4) of
this section, but may graduate with as few as twenty-two credits,
rather than twenty-four credits.

(3) The statewide subject areas and credits required for high
school graduation, for students who enter the ninth grade or begin the
equivalent of a four-year high school program on or after July 1,
2017, (the class of 2021 and beyond) shall total twenty-four, except
as otherwise provided in this section. The twenty-four subject area
credits for graduation include core credits and flexible credits lis-
ted in subsections (4) and (5) of this section. All credits are to be
aligned with the state's learning standards developed under RCW
28A.655.070 for the subject and may be earned through mastery- or com-
petency-based credit. The contents of any course shall be determined
by the local school district. Districts are encouraged to adopt cul-
turally-responsive curricula that is relevant to the district's stu-
dents, including the incorporation of curricula about the history,
culture, and government of the nearest federally recognized Indian
tribe or tribes as required by RCW 28A.320.170.

(4) Core credits are credits and subject areas that may not be
wailved under RCW 28A.230.090 (1) (e) and subsection (4) of this sec-
tion. The core credits include:

(a) Four English credits.

(b) Three mathematics credits.

(1) Unless otherwise provided for in (b) (ii) of this subsection,
the three mathematics credits required under this section must in-
clude:

(A) Algebra 1 or integrated mathematics I;

(B) Geometry or integrated mathematics II; and

(C) A third credit of high school mathematics, aligning with the
student's interests and high school and beyond plan, with agreement of
the student's parent or guardian. The high school and beyond plan must
be provided to the student's parents or guardians in their native lan-
guage 1f that language is one of the two most frequently spoken non-
English languages of students in the district (RCW 28A.230.090). Dis-
tricts are encouraged to provide plans to parents and guardians in ad-
ditional languages as needed, to the extent feasible. If the parent or
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guardian 1s unavailable or does not indicate a preference for a spe-
cific course, agreement may be provided by the school counselor or
principal.

(ii) A student who prior to ninth grade successfully completes
one or more high school level math courses with a passing grade that
is automatically transcribed on the student's high school transcript
in accordance with RCW 28A.230.090 and WAC 180-51-030, or a student
who demonstrates mastery/competency in high school math subjects and
has received credit for them, may use these credits to meet their math
graduation requirements. Refer to WAC 180-51-030 for information about
opting out of credits and numerical grades. Upon completion of algebra
1 or integrated math I, geometry or integrated math II, and a third
credit of high school level math that aligns with the student's high
school and beyond plan, schools are urged to encourage the student to
consider additional math courses, which align with the student's edu-
cation and career goals in their high school and beyond plan.

(iii) A student who prior to ninth grade successfully completes
one or more high school level math courses with a passing grade and
opts to receive no high school credit for such course(s) in accordance
with RCW 28A.230.090 and WAC 180-51-030, or a student who demonstrated
mastery/competency in these subjects but did not receive high school
credits, may either:

(A) Repeat the course(s) for credit in high school; or

(B) Earn three credits of high school mathematics in different
math subjects than those completed before high school. The student
must take algebra 1 or integrated mathematics I and geometry or inte-
grated math II in high school if the student did not complete these
courses at a high school level prior to high school, but the student
does not need to repeat courses if the student already passed the
courses at a high school level.

(c) Three science credits, at least two of which must be in labo-
ratory science. A student may choose the content of the third credit
of science based on the student's interests and high school and beyond
plan, with agreement of the student's parent or guardian. The high
school and beyond plan must be provided to the student's parents or
guardians in their native language if that language is one of the two
most frequently spoken non-English languages of students in the dis-
trict (RCW 28A.230.090). Districts are encouraged to provide plans to
parents and guardians in additional languages as needed, to the extent
feasible. If the parent or guardian is unavailable or does not indi-
cate a preference for a specific course, the school counselor or prin-
cipal may provide agreement with the plan.

(d) Three social studies credits (two credits prescribed courses,
plus one credit social studies elective) and Washington state history
and government, a noncredit requirement typically met in middle
school. In accordance with RCW 28A.320.170, when a school district
board of directors reviews or adopts its social studies curriculum, it
shall incorporate curricula about the history, culture, and government
of the nearest federally recognized Indian tribe or tribes, so that
students learn about the unique heritage and experience of those tribe
or tribes. The social studies requirement shall consist of the follow-
ing mandatory courses:

(1) One credit shall be required in United States history or its
equivalent.

(ii) One-half credit shall be required in contemporary world his-
tory, geography, and problems, or its equivalent. Courses in econom-
ics, sociology, civics (through the class of 2023), political science,
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international relations, or related courses with emphasis on contempo-
rary world problems may be accepted as equivalencies.

(iii) One-half credit shall be required in civics, including at a
minimum the content listed in RCW 28A.230.094. Starting with the class
of 2024, districts must offer this graduation requirement as a stand-
alone course, subject to the provisions of RCW 28A.230.094.

(iv) Successful completion of Washington state history and gov-
ernment shall Dbe required, subject to the ©provisions of RCW
28A.230.170, 28A.230.090 and WAC 392-410-120, and shall include infor-
mation on the cultures, histories, and governments of the American In-
dian peoples who are the first inhabitants of the state. Successful
completion of Washington state history must be noted on each student's
transcript. The Washington state history requirement may be waived by
the principal for students who:

(A) Have successfully completed a state history course of study
in another state; or

(B) Are in eleventh or twelfth grade and who have not completed a
course of study in Washington's history because of previous residence
outside the state.

(e) One-half credit of health.

(f) One and one-half credit of physical education. Students may
be excused from the physical education requirement under RCW
28A.230.050. Such excused students shall be required to demonstrate
competency/mastery in the knowledge portion of the physical education
requirement, in accordance with written district policy. Such policies
should be based upon addressing health and physical education learning
standards as well as alternative means of engaging in physical activi-
ties, as directed in RCW 28A.210.365.

(g) One credit in career and technical education.

(1) Courses that meet this requirement include courses that are
part of career and technical education programs, as defined in chapter
28A.700 RCW, or occupational education courses as identified by the
district. "Occupational education" means credits resulting from a ser-
ies of learning experiences designed to assist the student to acquire
and demonstrate competency of skills under student learning goal four
and are required for success in current and emerging occupations. At a
minimum, these competencies shall align with the definition of an ex-
ploratory course as contained in the career and technical program
standards of the office of the superintendent of public instruction.
Districts are encouraged to offer career and technical education pro-
grams, as defined in RCW 28A.700.010.

(ii) An exception of the career and technical education require-
ment may be made for private schools as provided in WAC 180-90-160.

(iii) A student who earns credit through a career and technical
education course determined by the district or by the office of the
superintendent of public instruction to be equivalent to a noncareer
and technical education core course (RCW 28A.700.070 and subsection
(7) of this section), will not be required to pass a course in the
noncareer and technical education subject to earn a credit in that
subject. The student earns one credit while meeting two graduation re-
quirements, a career and technical education requirement and the non-
career and technical education subject requirement. The total number
of credits required for graduation remain unchanged, and the student
will need to earn an additional elective credit.

(h) One arts credit. The essential content in this subject area
may be satisfied in dance, media arts, music, theater, and wvisual
arts.
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(5) Flexible credits are credits that may be waived under RCW
28A.230.090 and subsection (2) of this section. Districts may replace
these credits with local district requirements through written dis-
trict policy. Flexible credits include:

(a) One arts credit. The essential content in this subject area
may be satisfied in dance, media arts, music, theater and wvisual arts.
This credit may be replaced with a personalized pathway requirement as
provided in subsection (8) of this section.

(b) Two credits in world languages. These credits may be replaced
with personalized pathway requirements as provided in subsection (8)
of this section. If the student has an educational goal of attaining a
baccalaureate degree, the student shall be advised to earn at least
two credits in the same world language. Students who earn a Seal of
Biliteracy (RCW 28A.300.575) are considered to have met this require-
ment.

(c) Four credits of electives.

(6) Each student shall have a high school and beyond plan to
guide his or her high school experience and prepare the student for
postsecondary education, training, and career, as described in WAC
180-51-220.

(7) Career and technical education courses determined by the dis-
trict or by the office of the superintendent of public instruction to
be equivalent to a noncareer and technical education course in accord-
ance with RCW 28A.700.070 can be taken for credit in place of that
course. Equivalencies may be determined for any of the core credit
graduation requirements of subsection (4) of this section.

(8) Students who complete and pass all required International
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme courses are considered to have satis-
fied state subject and credit requirements for graduation from a pub-
lic high school, subject to the provisions of RCW 28A.230.090,
28A.230.170, and chapter 28A.230 RCW.

(9) A student with an individualized education program (IEP) must
be provided the opportunity to meet graduation requirements that align
with the student's high school and beyond plan, pursuant to WAC
180-51-115.

NEW SECTION

WAC 180-51-220 High school and beyond plan. (1) Each student
must have a high school and beyond plan, initiated during seventh or
eighth grade with the administration of a career interest and skills
inventory, to guide the student's high school experience and inform
course-taking that 1is aligned with the student's goals for education
or training and career after high school. School districts are encour-
aged to develop and utilize high-quality high school and beyond plan
tools. Beginning in the 2020-21 school year, each school district must
have an electronic high school and beyond plan platform available to
all students; districts may utilize one of the electronic platforms on
the list that the office of the superintendent of public instruction
creates and posts on its web site. Districts are encouraged to utilize
electronic high school and beyond platforms that meet the criteria
specified in chapter 28A.230 RCW.

(2) Required elements of the high school and beyond plan include:
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(a) Identification of career goals aided by a skills and interest
assessment.

(b) Identification of education goals.

(c) A four-year plan for courses taken in high school that satis-
fies state and local graduation requirements and aligns with students'
secondary and postsecondary goals that may include education, train-
ing, and careers.

(d) Identification of options for satisfying state and local
graduation requirements, including academic acceleration pursuant to
RCW 28A.320.195, that could include dual credit courses, career and
technical education, and other programs that align with the student's
educational and career goals. This includes identification of the
graduation pathway option(s) the student intends to complete to meet
their educational and career goals.

(e) A current resume or activity log that provides a written com-
pilation of the student's education, any work experience, and any com-
munity service, and how the district recognizes community service pur-
suant to RCW 28A.320.193.

(f) Evidence that the student has received information on federal
and state financial aid programs that help pay for the costs of post-
secondary programs, including evidence that the student has received
information about the following:

(1) Documentation necessary for completing financial aid applica-
tions, including at minimum the Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) or the Washington application for state financial aid
(WASFA) .

(ii) Application timeliness and submission deadlines.

(iii) The importance of submitting applications early.

(iv) Information specific to students who have been in foster
care.

(v) Information specific to students who are, or are at risk of,
being homeless.

(vi) Information specific to students whose family member or
guardians will be required to provide financial and tax information
necessary to complete application.

(vii) Opportunities to participate in sessions that assist stu-
dents and, when necessary, their family members or guardians, in fill-
ing out financial aid applications.

(viii) Information provided on the Washington student achievement
council web site concerning each of the state and federal financial
aid applications in this subsection.

(ix) Information on college bound scholarship application and el-
igibility.

(g) As established by RCW 28A.230.097, if a student completes a
career and technical education equivalency course that is transcribed
as a core subject area course to meet graduation requirements, then a
record showing that the career and technical education course was used
to meet a core course must be retained in the student's high school
and beyond plan. This record may be useful if the student pursues edu-
cation, training, or a career in the same or related field as the ca-
reer and technical education course.

(3) High school and beyond plan process and development.

(a) Each student's high school and beyond plan must be initiated
by seventh or eighth grade. Before or at the initiation of the plan,
each student must be administered a career interest and skills inven-
tory that will help inform the student's ninth grade course taking and
initial identification of their education and career goals.
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(b) School districts are encouraged to involve parents and guard-
ians in the process of developing and updating the high school and be-
yond plan. The plan must be provided to the student's parents or
guardians in their native language if that language is one of the two
most frequently spoken non-English languages of students in the dis-
trict. Districts are also encouraged to provide plans to parents and
guardians in additional languages as needed, to the extent feasible.

(c) Seventh and eighth grade students must be informed of the
college bound scholarship program established in chapter 28B.118 RCW.
Students in foster care, students who are dependents of the state and
ninth grade students who may be eligible must also be provided with
information on the program. Students in the college bound scholarship
program should be reminded about program requirements to remain eligi-
ble and provided with information about filling out a financial aid
application in their senior year.

(d) Students who have not earned a score of level 3 or level 4 on
the middle school math state assessment must include in their plan
taking math courses in ninth and tenth grade. The math courses may in-
clude career and technical education equivalencies in math, establish-
ed in RCW 28A.230.097.

(e) For students who have not earned a level 3 or level 4 on
their middle school English language arts exam or their middle school
science exam, districts are encouraged to inform students of supports
and courses that will address the students' learning needs and be con-
sidered in the students' course-taking plans.

(f) The high school and beyond plan must be updated periodically
at a minimum to address:

(1) High school assessment results and junior year course-taking.

(ii) A student's changing interests, goals, and needs, including
identification of the graduation pathway option(s) the student intends
to complete to meet their educational and career goals.

(iii) Available interventions, academic supports, and courses
that will enable students to meet high school graduation credit re-
guirements and graduation pathway requirements.

(g) For students meeting graduation requirements in WAC
180-51-068 and 180-51-210, the students' high school and beyond plans
should be used to guide the choices of third credit of high school
math and the third credit of high school science. These credits may be
earned through career and technical education courses determined to be
equivalent to math and science courses as established in RCW
28A.230.097.

(h) A student's high school and beyond plan must inform the stu-
dent's choice of their graduation pathway option or options in accord-
ance with WAC 180-51-230.

(4) For a student with an individualized education program (IEP),
the student's IEP and high school and beyond plans must align. Stu-
dents with an IEP transition plan, which begins during the school year
in which they turn sixteen, may use their transition plan in support
of, but not as a replacement for, their high school and beyond plan.
The process for developing and updating the student's high school and
beyond plans must be similar to and conducted with similar school per-
sonnel as for all other students. The student's high school and beyond
plans must be updated in alignment with the student's school to post-
school transition plan.

(5) Any decision on whether a student has met the state board of
education's high school graduation requirements for a high school and
beyond plan shall remain at the local level. A district may establish

[ 23 ] 0TS-1668.2



additional, local requirements for a high school and beyond plan to
serve the needs and interests of its students and the purposes of RCW
28A.230.090.

(6) Districts may offer core and elective courses that embed re-
quired elements and processes of high school and beyond planning, and
are encouraged to provide credit-bearing options for the delivery and
completion of high school and beyond plan elements. Conversely, a high
school and beyond planning course may be counted as core or elective
credit, as defined in WAC 180-51-210, if the learning standards of the
content area are addressed.

NEW SECTION

WAC 180-51-230 Graduation pathway options. (1) Beginning with
the graduating class of 2020, each student must meet the requirements
of at least one of the eight graduation pathway options in this sec-
tion. Each of the graduation pathway options are equally valid for
earning a Washington state high school diploma.

(2) School districts are encouraged to make the eight graduation
pathways specified below available to their students and to expand
their pathway options until this goal is met, yet have discretion in
determining which graduation pathway options they will offer.

(3) The graduation pathway option(s) used by a student must be in
alignment with the student's high school and beyond plan.

(4) All assessment scores used for graduation pathways in subsec-
tion (5) (a) through (f) of this section will be posted on the state
board of education web site. Assessment scores that the state board of
education is responsible for setting, will only be changed through a
public process culminating in official board action in a public board
meeting.

(5) The following are the eight graduation pathway options:

(a) Statewide high school assessments. Meet or exceed the gradua-
tion standard established by the state board of education under RCW
28A.305.130 on the statewide high school assessments in English lan-
guage arts and mathematics as provided for under RCW 28A.655.070.

(b) Dual credit courses. Earn at least one high school credit in
English language arts and at least one high school credit in mathemat-
ics in dual credit courses. For the purposes of this subsection, "dual
credit course" means a course in which a student is eligible for both
high school credit and college credit at the level of 100 or higher,
upon successfully completing the course, by meeting the dual credit
course or program criteria established by the local district and the
applicable higher education entity. Dual credit courses include run-
ning start, college in the high school courses, and career and techni-
cal education dual credit courses. Nothing in this subsection requires
a student to pay fees or claim college credit to meet this pathway.

(c) Transition courses. Earn high school credit in a high school
transition course in English language arts and mathematics, an example
of which includes a bridge to college course. For the purposes of this
subsection, "high school transition course" means an English language
arts or mathematics course offered in high school that, based on the
final grade, allows the student to place directly into a credit-bear-
ing college level course at participating institutions of higher edu-
cation in RCW 28B.10.016, in accordance with established policy and
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criteria of the local school district and the applicable higher educa-
tion entity. This definition includes transition courses identified
through local agreements between colleges and school districts. Eng-
lish language arts and math high school transition courses must satis-
fy a student's core or elective credit graduation requirements estab-
lished by the state board of education in WAC 180-51-210.

(d) Advanced placement, international baccalaureate, or Cambridge
international. Meet either (d) (1) or (ii) of this subsection:

(1) Earn high school credit, with a grade of C+ or higher in each
term, 1in the following advanced placement, international baccalaur-
eate, or Cambridge international courses in English language arts and
mathematics.

(A) For English language arts, successfully complete one high
school credit in any of the following courses with a grade of C+ or
higher in each term: Advanced placement English language and composi-
tion, advanced placement English literature and composition, macroeco-
nomics, microeconomics, psychology, United States history, world his-
tory, United States government and politics, or comparative government
and politics; any of the international baccalaureate individuals and
societies courses; or earn an E any of the following Cambridge ad-
vanced or Cambridge advanced subsidiary courses: English language,
literature and English, English general paper, psychology, history,
sociology, global perspectives and research, or law.

(B) For mathematics, successfully complete one high school credit
in any of the following courses with a grade of C+ or higher: Advanced
placement statistics, computer science A, computer science principles,
or calculus; any of the international baccalaureate mathematics cour-
ses; or a Cambridge advanced or advanced subsidiary mathematics or
further mathematics course.

(ii) Score a three or higher on advanced placement exams in one
of the English language arts and one of the mathematics courses iden-
tified above; score a four or higher on international baccalaureate
exams 1in one of the English language arts and one of the mathematics
courses identified above; or score an E or higher on Cambridge inter-
national exams in one of the English language arts and one of the
mathematics courses identified above.

(e) SAT or ACT. Meet or exceed the scores established by the
state board of education for the mathematics portion and the reading,
English, or writing portion of the SAT or ACT.

(f) Combination. Meet any combination of at least one English
language arts option and at least one mathematics option established
in pathway options (a) through (e) of this subsection.

(g) Armed services vocational aptitude battery.

(1) Meet standard on the armed forces qualification test portion
of the armed services vocational aptitude battery test by scoring at
least the minimum established by the military for eligibility to serve
in a branch of the armed services at the time that the student takes
the assessment.

(i1i) The school must inform the students taking the armed serv-
ices vocational aptitude battery about the minimum eligibility score
required by each branch of the military as well as information about
eligibility requirements for specific military occupations. Schools
that offer the armed services vocational aptitude battery test must
inform students regarding the ways in which their scores and personal
information might be shared, per the agreement between the school and
the United States Department of Defense which administers the armed
services vocational aptitude battery. Each student who utilizes the
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armed services vocational aptitude battery to satisfy this graduation
pathway option will be provided a written opportunity to indicate
whether the student authorizes his or her information to be shared
with the military.

(iii) This pathway does not require students to meet the physical
or other requirements for military enlistment, require enlistment, or
require students release their scores to the military for purposes of
recruitment.

(iv) Satisfying this pathway does not require students to meet
the separate English and mathematics graduation pathway requirements
of pathway options (a) through (f) of this subsection.

(v) The state board of education will maintain a web page with
information about this pathway, including information about military
occupation requirements and minimum eligibility scores required by
each branch of the military. SBE will post eligibility scores by Sep-
tember 1st annually and each student may choose to meet either that
minimum score the year a student takes the armed services vocational
aptitude battery or the score established by any branch of the milita-
ry on a later date prior to the student turning twenty-one years of
age.

(h) Career and technical education course sequence. Complete a
sequence of career and technical education courses.

(1) For this subsection, "sequence" 1s defined as: Two or more
high school credits of career and technical education courses in a
progression tailored to the student's goals and relevant to the post-
secondary pathway(s) outlined in the student's high school and beyond
plan. A student's sequence of career and technical education courses
to satisfy this pathway may be comprised of courses within the same
career and technical education program area or courses within more
than one career and technical education program area, as determined
relevant by the student's high school and beyond plan in consultation
with school personnel. A student's career and technical education
course sequence may include courses leading to workforce entry, state
or nationally approved apprenticeships, or postsecondary education.

(ii) Satisfying this pathway does not require a student to take
any courses that are part of a career and technical education prepara-
tory program as described in RCW 28A.700.030.

(iii) Each sequence of career and technical education courses
must include at least one course that meets the requirements in
(h) (1) (A) or (B) of this subsection:

(A) The minimum criteria identified in RCW 28A.700.030:

(I) Either:

e Lead to a certificate or credential that is state or nationally
recognized by trades, industries, or other professional associations
as necessary for employment or advancement in that field; or

e Allow students to earn dual credit for high school and college
through tech prep, advanced placement, or other agreements or pro-
grams;

(IT) Be comprised of a sequenced progression of multiple courses
that are technically intensive and rigorous; and

(ITI) Lead to workforce entry, state or nationally approved ap-
prenticeships, or postsecondary education in a related field.

(B) The curriculum requirements of core plus programs for aero-
space, maritime, health care, information technology, or construction
and manufacturing.
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(iv) Satisfying this pathway does not require students to meet
the separate English and mathematics graduation pathway requirements
of pathway options (a) through (f) of this subsection.

(v) A course that is used to meet graduation pathway requirements
may also be used to meet credit subject area requirements, including
career and technical education course equivalencies per RCW
28A.700.070.

REPEALER

The following sections of the Washington Administrative Code are
repealed:

WAC 180-51-001 Education reform vision.
WAC 180-51-003 Intent of graduation requirements.
WAC 180-51-060 Minimum subject areas for high school

graduation—Students entering the ninth
grade before July 1, 2004.

WAC 180-51-061 Minimum requirements for high school
graduation—Students entering the ninth
grade as of July 1, 2004 through June
30, 2009.

WAC 180-51-066 Minimum requirements for high school
graduation—Students entering the ninth
grade on or after July 1, 2009, through
June 30, 2012.

WAC 180-51-075 Social studies requirement—Mandatory
courses—Equivalencies.
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