Washington School Improvement Framework
PREPARED FOR THE MARCH 2020 BOARD MEETING

Information Item
Materials included in packet:
• Memo from the SBE staff
• Presentation from SBE staff
Synopsis:
The Board will participate in a presentation on the Washington School
Improvement Framework (WSIF) from SBE and OSPI staff. In addition to
hearing about WSIF background information for context from the SBE staff,
the Board will see and hear about how the WSIF scores are changing over
time for various student groups.
The OSPI staff is expected to provide more detailed information about the
improvements made by the schools identified for Tier 2 and Tier 3 supports.
The OSPI presentation is also expected to include information on the
performance of the schools expected to be recommended for Required
Action.
Business Items:
•
None
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Executive Summary
In RCW 28A.657.110 (2), the State Board of Education (SBE) is authorized to develop the
Washington Achievement Index to identify schools and school districts for recognition, for
continuous improvement, and for additional support. Section (3) states that the SBE, in
cooperation with the OSPI, shall annually recognize schools for exemplary performance as
measured on the Washington Achievement Index, and have ongoing collaboration with the
Educational Opportunity Gap Oversight and Accountability Committee (EOGOAC) regarding the
indicators used to measure the closing of the achievement gaps and the recognition provided to
the school districts for closing the achievement gaps. Section (4) directs the SBE to coordinate
with the OSPI on seeking approval from the United States department of education (USED) to
use of the Washington Achievement Index and the state system of differentiated support,
assistance, and intervention in a manner connecting and unifying the state and federal
accountability systems.
In mid-February, the Washington Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI)
publicly released the third version of the Washington School Improvement Framework (WSIF). In
addition to providing background information for context, this memo provides information on
four key questions.
1.
2.
3.
4.

What are the WSIF indicators and measures?
How are the WSIF school ratings computed?
What is the main use of the WSIF school ratings?
How are the WSIF results changing over time?

Background and Information on the Key Questions
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) was signed into law in December 2015 and is the
reauthorized Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), formerly referred to as the No
Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act. The ESSA addresses many aspects of public school K-12 education
for low performing student populations, such as students from low income families, students
with a disability, English language learners, and others. The federal government provides
supplemental funding to states to help cover the higher costs of educating students, and in
return expects the states to follow regulations developed by the U.S. Department of Education
for serving the above-cited student groups.
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In order to continue to receive certain federal funding under the ESSA, the OSPI was required to
submit a state plan to the USED for approval after being subjected to a peer review process. To
accomplish this task, the OSPI created approximately a dozen workgroups to simultaneously
develop plan components and make recommendations to the OSPI on the state plan. In the
spring of 2016, the OSPI convened the ESSA Accountability System Workgroup (ASW) for the
purpose of developing a statewide state wide accountability system that would meet peer
review requirements and be approved by the USED. The ASW recommendations were
developed in a manner ensuring that the accountability framework would meet both the state
and federal requirements. After engaging other state agencies and the public, the OSPI
submitted the Washington Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) State Plan to the USED for
approval in the fall 2017. As required, the USED approved Washington’s plan and notified the
OSPI of the approval in January 2018.
The Washington ESSA plan included a description of the Washington School Improvement
Framework that was cooperatively developed by the SBE and OSPI through a series of meetings
of the ESSA Accountability Systems Workgroup in 2016 and 2017. Although referred to as the
Washington Achievement Index in statute, the system of school differentiation approved in the
Washington Every Student Succeeds Act Plan under the ESSA is now referred to as the
Washington School Improvement Framework (WSIF).
WHAT ARE THE WSIF INDICATORS AND MEASURES?
The ESSA requires the state to measure and report on different indicators for all reportable
student groups for different school levels. Figure 1 shows the indicators that are required for the
different school levels. At least one measure of school quality or student success (SQSS) is
required in the system of school differentiation under ESSA and the USED allowed states the
opportunity to identify and develop the most meaningful measure(s).
HOW ARE THE WSIF SCHOOL RATINGS COMPUTED?
General information about the WSIF is bulleted below. A series of infographics for the public and
other stakeholders have been developed by the OSPI and can be found on the OSPI website.
•

All schools with a sufficient number of reportable indicators earn a WSIF rating score
ranging from 1.0 to 10.0.

•

The WSIF rating is derived from a combination of the indicators shown in Figure 1, rolled
up or aggregated over three years (Figure 2), after applying a minimum n-count of 20
student records.

•

The performance on each measure is transformed to a decile value in which the lowest
performance is assigned a decile value of one and highest performance is assigned a
decile value of ten. The WSIF rating is a weighted average (Figure 3) of the reportable
indicators for the school.

•

The WSIF rating is computed for the All Students group, seven race/ethnicity student
groups (Native American/Alaskan, Asian, Black, Hispanic, Hawaiian/Pacific Islander,
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White, and Two or More races), and three program participation groups (English learners,
Free and Reduced Price Lunch program, and special education).
Figure 1: shows the accountability system indicators required under ESSA that are included in the WSIF.
Elementary
Schools

Indicator

Middle
Schools

High
Schools















Proficiency in ELA and math
Growth in ELA and math




Four-Year Graduation Rate
Progress in English language proficiency
Other measures of school quality or student
success (SQSS)
Regular Attendance
9th Graders On-Track*
Dual Credit Participation







*Note: a small number of Washington school districts continue to align with the junior high school model,
which places 9th graders in a junior high school serving the 7th, 8th, and 9th grades
Figure 2: shows that the most recent school ratings from the winter 2020 WSIF are based on results for
the 2016-17, 2017-18, and 2018-19 school years.

WHAT IS THE MAIN USE OF THE WSIF SCHOOL RATINGS?
Per RCW 28A.657.110, the Washington School Improvement Framework is to be the basis from
which to identify schools for recognition, for continuous improvement, and for additional
support.
S CHOOL R ECOGNITION
At the January 2020 SBE meeting, the Board approved the Phase 2 school recognition
methodology depicted in Figure 4. The adopted methodology provides schools with the
opportunity to achieve recognition status via any of three routes utilizing multiple measures. The
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identification of schools to be recognized for high performance for the 2018-19 school year is
underway and is expected to be publicly announced in late March.
Figure 3: Indicator weightings (in percent) applied to the WSIF school ratings.
School Level*

ELA and Math
Proficiency

ELA and Math
Growth
(SGPs)

Four-Year
Graduation
Rate

English
Learner
Progress

SQSS
Measures

Elementary School
40
50
5
5
(e.g. K-5)
Middle Schools
40
50
5
5
(e.g. 6-8)
High Schools
30
50
5
15
(e.g. 9-12)
Combined Schools
30
25
25
5
15
(e.g. K-12)
*Note: six other weighting schemes are applied in cases where certain indicators (e.g. English Learner
Progress) are not reportable. See more about the indicator weighting at
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/esea/essa/pubdocs/5wsifweighting.pdf.
Figure 4: illustrates the Phase 2 school recognition methodology applied for the winter 2020 WSIF.

C ONTINUOUS I MPROVEMENT
In the fall 2017, the SBE initiated the process of amending WAC 180-105-020, 040, and 060 for
the purpose of making technical corrections, updating the school improvement goal process to
align to the Washington ESSA State Plan, to clarify definitions, and describe the process for
setting school improvement goals. The final rules directed districts and schools to establish
goals for each of the WSIF indicators for all of the reportable student groups as part of the
district and school improvement plan required in WAC 180-16-220. In November 2018, the SBE
finalized the rules and submitted the required materials to the Washington Code Reviser.
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A DDITIONAL S UPPORT
In the winter 2018 WSIF version, the OSPI used the WSIF school rating to identify schools for
varying levels of additional support (Figure 5). Schools retain the support designation for three
full years and new designations will be made based on the winter 2021 WSIF school ratings. The
OSPI provides an overview of the school improvement and support programs on the
organization’s website at https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/support-programs. It should
be noted that Foundational and Tier 1 Targeted supports are school- and district-directed and
are available to all schools through the OSPI, educational service districts (ESDs), and other
partnerships. Schools identified for Tier 2 and Tier 3 are eligible to access additional funding
from the OSPI and additional supports through the OSPI coordinated support team and the
Association of Washington School Principals (AWSP) Principal Leadership Network.
Figure 5: provides a general description of the OSPI developed school support tiers.
Support Tier
Foundational Support

Schools*
1541*

Description
A school with a strong instruction model but possibly
needing focused support.

484

A school with a relatively strong instruction model but
needing focused support on improving the outcomes of
one or two student groups.

120

A school with three or more student groups requiring
additional supports to improve the educational
outcomes of the students.

41

A school needing support to bolster the percentage of
English learner students making progress toward English
proficiency.

Tier 3 Comprehensive Support
– Low WSIF Rating

98

A school with a winter 2018 WSIF rating of 2.30 or lower
for the All Students group needing substantial support in
a number of areas.

Tier 3 Comprehensive Support
– Low Graduation Rate

149

Tier 1 Targeted Support –
1 to 2 Groups
Tier 2 Targeted Support –
3 or More Groups
Tier 2 Targeted Support –
Low English Learner Progress

A high school needing support to improve the average,
four-year, graduation rate to more than 67 percent.

*Note: a total of 2433 schools were included in the winter 2020 WSIF version. The number of Foundational
Support schools, includes newly opened schools and 28 other schools recently closed that are included
the winter 2020 WSIF file.

HOW ARE THE WSIF RESULTS CHANGING OVER TIME?
The most recent school results of the Washington School Improvement Framework are posted
on the Washington State Report Card, at https://washingtonstatereportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/. The
performance over time for the All Students group on the WSIF (Figure 6) is summarized below:
•

The average, ELA and math (combined) proficiency, decile rating increased by
approximately 0.54 decile points from the winter 2018 to the winter 2020 WSIF version.
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•

The average, ELA and math (combined) growth, decile is virtually unchanged from the
winter 2018 to the winter 2020 WSIF version.

•

The average, high school graduation (four-year rate), decile is virtually unchanged from
the winter 2018 to the winter 2020 WSIF version.

•

After acquiring two additional years of English Learner assessment results, the deciles
were reset for the winter 2020 WSIF.

•

The average, regular attendance, decile declined approximately 0.79 decile points from
the winter 2018 to the winter 2020 WSIF version.

•

The average, final WSIF, decile declined approximately 0.08 decile points from the winter
2019 to the winter 2020 WSIF version, but the average winter 2020 WSIF is slightly higher
than the average winter 2018 WSIF.

Figure 6: shows average decile ratings for the All Students group for the most recent versions of the WSIF.

Average All Students Decile Ratings for Indicators
for the Most Recent WSIF Versions*
10.0
9.0

Decile Rating

8.0
7.0
6.0
5.0
4.0
3.0
2.0
1.0

Proficiency

Growth

High School
Graduation
W2018

W2019

English Learner
Progress

Regular
Attendance

WSIF
Final Score

W2020

*Note: the W2020 on the x-axis explanation references the winter 2020 version of the WSIF.

The performance over time for the federally reported student groups based on race/ethnicity on
the WSIF is shown on Figure 7. On average, all of the student groups made WSIF gains from the
winter 2018 WSIF version to the winter 2019 WSIF version, but then, all of the student groups
posted WSIF declines from the winter 2019 WSIF version to the winter 2020 WSIF version. For all
student groups, the average winter 2020 WSIF score is approximately 0.1 to 0.2 decile points
lower than the winter 2018 WSIF score.
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Figure 7: shows average decile ratings for the race/ethnicity student groups for the most recent versions
of the WSIF.

Average WSIF School Scores
Winter 2018, Winter 2019, & Winter 2020
10.0
9.0

Decile Rating

8.0
7.0
6.0
5.0
4.0
3.0
2.0
1.0
0.0

Native
American

Pacific
Islander

Black
W2018

Hispanic
W2019

Two or More

White

Asian

W2020

*Note: the W2020 on the x-axis explanation references the winter 2020 version of the WSIF.

The performance over time for student groups based on program participation on the WSIF
(Figure 8) is summarized below:
•

All of the student groups made small gains (approximately 0.05 to 0.15 decile points)
from the winter 2018 to the winter 2019 WSIF version.

•

All of the student groups posted small declines (approximately 0.15 to 0.35 decile points)
from the winter 2019 to the winter 2020 WSIF version.

•

For all the groups, the winter 2020 WSIF is a little lower than the winter 2018 WSIF.

An analysis was conducted to determine whether the declines in the WSIF ratings were
consistent across schools (Figure 9). The findings are summarized below.
•

Schools serving grades K-8 (elementary, middle, and combined schools) posted average
declines of approximately 0.21 to 0.27 decile points.

•

Regular high schools posted an average WSIF gain of approximately 0.08 decile points.

•

Combined high schools posted an average WSIF decline of approximately 0.08 decile
points.
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Figure 8: shows average decile ratings for the race/ethnicity student groups for the most recent versions
of the WSIF.

Average WSIF School Scores
Winter 2018, Winter 2019, & Winter 2020
10.0
9.0
8.0
Decile Rating

7.0
6.0
5.0
4.0
3.0
2.0
1.0
0.0

Special Education

English Learners
W2018

W2019

Low Income

All Students

W2020

*Note: the Low Income group refers to those students who are eligible for the Free and Reduced Price
Lunch program. The W2020 on the x-axis explanation references the winter 2020 version of the WSIF.

Figure 9: shows the average change in WSIF rating for the All Students group from the winter 2019 WSIF
to the winter 2020 WSIF.
W2019
WSIF
Elementary School
(e.g. K-5)

W2020
WSIF

Change

6.02

5.81

-0.21

5.46

5.25

-0.21

Combined School
(e.g. K-8)

5.82

5.55

-0.27

High School
(e.g. 9-12)

6.05

6.13

0.08

Combined High School
(e.g. K-12)

5.14

5.06

-0.08

Middle School
(e.g. 6-8)

For all school levels except for the combined high schools, the difference between the winter 2019 and
winter 2020 WSIF scores are small but are statistically significant. The W2020 on the x-axis explanation
references the winter 2020 version of the WSIF.
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Conversation Today - WSIF
Review of the statutory authority
Background on the development of the WSIF
Introduction to the most recent WSIF results
OSPI colleagues will elaborate more on the most recent WSIF results
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WSIF Statutory Authority (Excerpt)
RCW 28A.657.110
Accountability framework for system of support for challenged schools - Washington
achievement index - Recognition of schools for exemplary performance - Use of state
system to replace federal accountability system.
 (2) The SBE shall develop a Washington achievement index to identify schools and
school districts for recognition, for continuous improvement, and for additional state
support.
 (3) The SBE, in collaboration with the OSPI and EOGOAC, shall annually recognize
schools for exemplary performance as measured on the Washington achievement
index.
 (4) In coordination with the OSPI, the SBE shall seek to develop an accountability
system meeting both state and federal requirements.
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Milestones to a Unified Accountability System
 ESSA was enacted in December 2015
 OSPI convened a number of workgroups for the purpose of making recommendations on
the Washington Consolidated State Plan. The Accountability System Workgroup (ASW)
was convened in spring 2016 to provide recommendations to the ESSA Consolidated Plan
Team on:
 A system that would align with and meet both state and federal requirements and
 The Washington School Improvement Framework (WSIF).
 The Washington Consolidated State Plan is a 190 page document describing a very wide
range of topics, including a description of the system of school differentiation, the
Washington School Improvement Framework (WSIF).
 Submitted in the fall of 2017 and approved by the USED in January 2018.
 The first WSIF was published in March 2018, and subsequently in April 2019, and February
2020.
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Description of the WSIF

5

Where to learn more
about the WSIF
The OPSI has an
excellent series of
infographics and other
materials to assist in
better understanding
the WSIF.



https://www.k12.wa.us/policy-funding/grants-grant-management/every-student-succeeds-act-essaimplementation/washington-school-improvement-framework
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Washington School Improvement
 https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/esea/essa/toolkit/wsifataglance.pdf.
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WSIF Indicators Differ by School Level
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Washington School Improvement

9

Proficiency-All School Levels but not All Grades

10

Student Growth Percentiles (SGPs) – Grade 4 to 8 Only

11

Four-Year Graduation Rate

12

English Learner Progress – Spans all Grade Levels

13

Regular Attendance – Spans all Grades
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Washington School Improvement
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Washington School Improvement
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Winter 2020 WSIF Results
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Comparing the Results from the Winter 2019 WSIF
to the Winter 2020 WSIF

2015-16

2016-17

2017-18

Winter 2019 WSIF (Three-Year Rollup)
2016-17 Data

2017-18 Data

2018-19 Data

Winter 2020 WSIF (Three-Year Rollup)
When comparing a Winter 2019 WSIF metric to the Winter 2020 WSIF, a three-year change is the
result because two years of measures overlap in the separate aggregations.
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Comparing the WSIF Results
from the Winter 2018, Winter 2019, and Winter 2020
2014-15

2015-16

2016-17

Winter 2018 WSIF (Three-Year Rollup)
2015-16

2016-17

2017-18

Winter 2019 WSIF (Three-Year Rollup)
2016-17

2017-18

2018-19

Winter 2020 WSIF (Three-Year Rollup)

When comparing a Winter 2019 WSIF metric to the Winter 2020 WSIF, a three-year change is the
result because two years of measures overlap in the separate aggregations.
19

Three Most Recent Versions of the WSIF – All Students
 Proficiency decile is
systematically increasing.

Average All Students Decile Ratings for Indicators
for the Most Recent WSIF Versions

 Growth and graduation
indicators are flat.

 Regular Attendance decile is
systematically decreasing.
 WSIF final score

 Flat from the winter 2018 WSIF
 Down a little from the Winter 2019
WSIF

9.0
8.0
Decile Rating

 English Learner Progress
indicator was reset in the winter
2020 WSIF.

10.0

7.0
6.0
5.0
4.0
3.0
2.0
1.0

Proficiency

Growth

High School
Graduation
W2018

W2019

English
Learner
Progress

Regular
Attendance

WSIF
Final Score

W2020
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Three Most Recent Versions of the WSIF
Student Groups by Race/Ethnicity
Average WSIF School Scores
Winter 2018, Winter 2019, & Winter 2020

 All student groups increased on
the WSIF from the winter 2018
version to the winter 2019 version

 The winter 2020 WSIF is a little
lower than the winter 2018 WSIF.

9.0
8.0
7.0
Decile Rating

 Then, all student groups declined
on the WSIF from the winter 2019
version to the winter 2020 version.

10.0

6.0
5.0
4.0
3.0
2.0
1.0
0.0

Native
American

Pacific
Islander

Black
W2018

Hispanic
W2019

Two or More

White

Asian

W2020
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Three Most Recent Versions of the WSIF
Student Groups by Program Participation
Average WSIF School Scores
Winter 2018, Winter 2019, & Winter 2020

 All student groups increased on
the WSIF from the winter 2018
version to the winter 2019 version

 The winter 2020 WSIF is a little
lower than the winter 2018 WSIF.

9.0
8.0
7.0
Decile Rating

 Then, all student groups declined
on the WSIF from the winter 2019
version to the winter 2020 version.

10.0

6.0
5.0
4.0
3.0
2.0
1.0
0.0

Special Education

English Learners
W2018

W2019

Low Income

All Students

W2020
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WSIF Change by School Level
 Schools serving grades K-8
(elementary, middle, and
combined schools) posted
average declines of
approximately 0.21 to 0.27
decile points.

Elementary Schools
(e.g. K-5)

 Regular high schools posted an
average WSIF gain of
approximately 0.08 decile points.

Combined Schools
(e.g. K-8)

 Combined high schools posted
an average WSIF decline of
approximately 0.08 decile points.

Middle Schools
(e.g. 6-8)

High Schools
(e.g. 9-12)

Combined High Schools
(e.g. K-12)

W2019
WSIF

W2020
WSIF

Change

6.02

5.81

-0.21

5.46

5.25

-0.21

5.82

5.55

-0.27

6.05

6.13

0.08

5.14

5.06

-0.08
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Contact Information
Website: www.SBE.wa.gov

Facebook: www.facebook.com/washingtonSBE
Twitter: @wa_SBE

Email: sbe@k12.wa.us
Phone: 360-725-6025

Web updates: bit.ly/SBEupdates
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