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Title:

Draft Amendments to Adopted Rules on Charter Schools

As Related To:

X Goal One: Effective and accountable P-13 X Goal Four: Strategic oversight of the K-12
governance. system.

[ ] Goal Two: Comprehensive statewide K-12 [] Goal Five: Career and college readiness
accountability. for all students.

[] Goal Three: Closing achievement gap. [] Other

Relevant To X Policy Leadership | [] Communication
Board Roles: X System Oversight | [] Convening and Facilitating
[] Advocacy
Policy 1. Do the draft amendments clarify provisions for authorizer applications, for evaluation of

Considerations /

authorizer applications, and for certification of approved charters?

Key Questions: 2. Do the recommended changes in timelines conduce to higher quality in authorizer
applications, better deliberation by authorizers on charter applications, and better preparation
by approved charter schools?

3. Are there changes that should be made to the draft rules for approval for publication and
scheduling of a public hearing?

Possible Board X Review [ ] Adopt

Action: ] Approve [] Other

Materials [ ] Memo

Included in X Graphs / Graphics

Packet: X Third-Party Materials

[] PowerPoint
Synopsis: Since voter approval of Initiative Measure No. 1240 in November 2012, the SBE has adopted

sixteen sections of rule to eight sections of Washington’s charter school law. The first five
sections of rule were required by RCW 28A.710.090 (Charter school authorizers — Approval
process) to be adopted within 90 days of enactment of the initiative. Other parts of the law on the
SBE has adopted rules concern the authorizer oversight fee; timelines for requests for proposals
and charter applications; certification of charter approvals as within the limits on the number of
schools; annual reports by authorizers, and SBE oversight of district authorizers.

At the direction of the Board, staff have reviewed the adopted rules and prepared amendments
for consideration for board approval for public hearing. The draft amendments:
e Alter dates in rule to provide sufficient time for each party in a charter cycle to carry out
its work in a high-quality way.
e Bring the SBE’s process for evaluation of authorizer applications into rule as amended
WAC 180-19-040.
e Clarify the use of a lottery to determine certification of approved charter schools as within
the limits on the maximum number of schools that may be established.
e Clean up obsolete language and make corrections and technical improvements.

In your packet you will find:
e Atable summarizing the draft amendments to each WAC.
e Atable comparing dates in current rule to those recommended in the amendments.
e A chart showing the timeline for a complete charter cycle under the draft amendments.
e Draft rules amending WACs 180-19-010 through 180-19-040 and WACs 180-19-070
through 180-19-090.
e Atable showing the history of rule adoption by the SBE to the charter school law.

Prepared for the July 9-10 Board Meeting
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DRAFT AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 180-19 WAC
CHARTER SCHOOLS

WAC Title Amendment
180-19-010  Definitions Strikes unneeded definitions. Adds definition of
“NACSA Principles and Standards.”
180-19-020  Notice of intent to submit Changes due date. Strikes obsolete language
authorizer application related to first application cycle .
180-19-030  Submission of authorizer Changes due date. Strikes obsolete language
application related to first application cycle. Eliminates

requirement that application be delivered in hard
copy. Makes literary and technical improvements.

180-90-040  Evaluation and approval or Changes due date. Strikes obsolete language
denial of authorizer related to first application cycle. Incorporates SBE
applications evaluation process in rule. Makes literary and

technical improvements. Restructures for clarity.

180-19-070  Charter school — Request for  Changes due date. Strikes obsolete language

proposals related to first application cycle.

180-19-080 Charter school applications — Changes due dates. Strikes obsolete language
Submission, approval or related to first application cycle.
denial

180-19-090 Board certification of charter  Clarifies that the lottery applies to charters approved
schools -- lottery for operation in any single year that are in excess of

the maximum number of schools that may be
established for operation in any single year.
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Dates in the Charter Cycle
Chapter 180-19 WAC

Action WAC Current Proposed

Last date for posting of authorizer 180-19-030 October 1 May 15
application by SBE

Last date for school district notice of intent 180-19-020 October 1 June 15
to submit authorizer application

Last date for district to submit authorizer 180-19-030 December 31 October 15
application
Last date for SBE to approve or deny 180-19-040 April 1 February 1

authorizer application

Last date for all authorizers to issue RFPs 180-19-070 April 15 March 1
for charter applicants

Last date for SBE authorizing contract with 180-19-050 April 30 March 1
approved district

Last date to submit charter applications to 180-19-080 July 15 June 1
authorizers

Last date for authorizers to approve or 180-19-080 October 15 September 1
deny charter applications

Last date for authorizers to report approval 189-19-080 October 25 None.!
or denial of charter applications to SBE

1The date by which authorizers to report approval or denial of charter applications to the SBE is set by
RCW 28A.170.150(2) at ten days from the action to approve or deny.




AUTHORIZER

APPROVAL
PROCESS

SCHOOL
APPROVAL
PROCESS

May 15 Jun. 15 Oct. 15 Feb. 1 Mar. 1 May 1 Jun. 1 Sept. 1 Sept. 10 Dec. 1

SBE post Districts District SBE SBE
authorizer submit authorizer approve/ authorizing
application notice of applications deny contract with
by this date intent by due by this applications districts

this date date complete by

this date
®&— 30days =—@— 120days —®&— 105 28 days —e

6/19/2014 11:43 AM

days —I:

per RCW

28 days —@—— 90 days =8 90 days —e— 10 days

—@— 90 days —@

&— 30days —e per RCW per RCW
per RCW

All Charter Charter Authorizers Authorizers Charter
authorizers applicants applications approve/ report contract
issue RFP by submit due to deny approval/ complete
this date notice of authorizers applications denials to by this date

intent by this by this date by this date SBE by this

date date
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(31) "Board" means the state board of education.

(42) "School district" or "district" means a school district board

of directors.

(3) “NACSA Principles and Standards” means the "Principles and

Standards for Quality Charter Authorizing" (2012 Edition) developed by

the National Association of Charter School Authorizers.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.710.090. WSR 13-07-065, § 180-19-010,

filed 3/19/13, effective 4/19/13.]

WAC 180-19-020 Notice of intent to submit an authorizer applica-

tion. (Effective until May 15, 2015). A school district intending to

file an application during a calendar year to be approved as a charter
school authorizer must submit to the state board of education a notice

of intent to file such application by October 1lst of £he—prier—that same

WAC (6/3/2014 11:24 AM) [ 11 NOT FOR FILING



a calendar year unless it has filed a timely notice of intent as provided

for herein. A notice of intent shall not be construed as an obligation

to submit an application under these rules. The board shall post on its

public web site a form for use by districts in submitting notice of

intent, and shall post en—Fts—web—site—all notices of intent upon

receipt.

WAC 180-19-020 Notice of intent to submit an authorizer applica-

tion. (Effective May 15, 2015) A school district intending to file an

application during a calendar year to be approved as a charter school

authorizer must submit to the state board of education a notice of intent

to file such application by ©eteber—3st—June 15 of £he—prier—that same
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by—PAprit——260+3. A district may not file an authorizer application in

a calendar year unless it has filed a timely notice of intent as provided

for herein. A notice of intent shall not be construed as an obligation

to submit an application under these rules. The board shall post on its

WAC (6/3/2014 11:24 AM) [ 2 ] NOT FOR FILING



public web site a form for use by districts in submitting notice of

intent, and shall post esr—+ts—web—site—all notices of intent upon

receipt.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.710.090. WSR 13-07-065, § 180-19-020,

filed 3/19/13, effective 4/19/13.]

WAC 180-19-030 Submission of authorizer application. (Effective

until May 15, 2015) (1) The state board of education shall develop and

make available on its web site, no later than October 1lst of each year,

an "authorizer application" that must be used by school districts seeking

to be approved as a charter school authorizer;—provided;—hewever,—that
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application may include such attachments as deemed required by the board
to support and complete the application.

(2) A school district seeking approval to be a charter school
authorizer must submit an "authorizer application" to the state board

of education by December 31st of the year 4n—whieh—prior to the vyear

the district seeks approval as an authorizeri+—provided,—however,—that—=
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+3. The district's completed application must be submitted

sent—via electronic mail to sbelkl2.wa.us by the date specified in this
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shall post on its web site each application received from a school

district.

(3) A school district must provide sufficient and detailed infor-

mation regarding all of the following in the authorizer application

submitted to the board:

(a) The district's strategic vision for chartering. The district

must state the purposes that it expects to fulfill in being an authorizer

of charter schools, with speeifie-reference to the statutery purpurposes

findings and intents set forth in RCW 28A.710.005, as well as any dis-

trict-specific purposes that are a pertiestears—priority for the district;

the characteristics of the school or schools it is most interested in

authorizing, while maintaining a commitment to considering all charter

WAC (6/3/2014 11:24 AM) [ 4 ] NOT FOR FILING
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applicants based on the merits of their proposals and the likelihood of
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the educational goals it wishes to achieve; how it will give priority
to serving at-risk students, as defined in RCW 28A.710.010(2), or stu-
dents from low-performing schools; and how it will preteet—respect the
autonomy and premete—ensure the accountability of the charter schools
it oversees.

(b) A plan to support the vision presented, including explanations
and evidence of the applicant's budget and personnel capacity and com-
mitment to execute the responsibilities of quality charter authorizing.

"Budget and personnel capacity" means the district's capability of

providing sufficient assistanece;—oversight, and-monitoring, and assis-—

tance to ensure that the charter schools it authorizes will meet all
fiscal, academic and operational requirements under chapter 28A.710 RCW
and comply with all applicable state and federal laws. A district's
evidence of budget and personnel capacity shall consist, at a minimum,
of a detailed description of the following:

(i) Staff resources to be devoted to charter authorizing and over-

sight under chapter 28A.710 RCW, in full-time equivalent employees, at

WAC (6/3/2014 11:24 AM) [ 51 NOT FOR FILING



a level sufficient to fulfill its authorizing responsibilities in ac-
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Sehool—Auvthorizers and the provisions of chapter 28A.710 RCW;

(11) Job titles, job descriptions, and brief bios and resumes guat—

o

+fieatiens—0of district personnel with anticipated authorizing responsi-

bilities under RCW 28A.710.030, demonstrating the district's access to

o

L
T~

+aoant oA
cCItT oI

nrecessary—expertise in all areas essential to charter
school oversight including, but not limited to: School leadership; cur-
riculum, instruction and assessment; special education, English language
learners; and other diverse learning needs; performance management; and

law, finance and facilities, through staff and any contractual rela-

tionships or partnerships with other public entitiesinteragerney—ecolitakl—

eoratiens; and

(i1i)An estimate, supported by verifiable data, of the financial

needs of the authorizer and a projection, to the extent feasible, of

sufficient financial resources, supported by the authorizer oversight
fee under RCW 28A.710.110 and any other resources, to carry out its

authorizing responsibilities in accordance with Netienadl—the NACSA Prin-

ciples and Standards devetoped by —the NationatAsseociation—of Charter

Seheot—Avthorizers—and the provisions of chapter 28A.710 RCW.
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(c) A draft or preliminary outline of the request for proposal{s)

that the district would, if approved as an authorizer, issue to solicit

charter school apptieants—applications. The draft or preliminary outline

of the request for proposal(s) shall meet all of the requirements set

forth in RCW 28A.710.130 (1) (b) and demonstrate that the district ap-—

priecant—dntends—+teo—will implement a comprehensive charter application
process that follows fair procedures and rigorous criteria, and an eval-
uation and oversight process based on a performance framework meeting
the requirements of RCW ehapter—28A.710.170-RcH.

(d) A draft of the performance framework that the district would,

if approved as an authorizer, use to guide the execution Sesln e

of a charter contract and for ongoing oversight and performance evalu-

ation of charter schools. The draft of the performance framework shall,
at a minimum, meet the requirements of RCW 28A.710.170(2) including
descriptions of each indicator, measure and metric enumerated therein, +
and shall provide that student academic proficiency, student academic
growth, achievement gaps in both proficiency and growth, graduation
rates, and postsecondary readiness are measured and reported in con-
formance with the achievement index developed by the state board of

education under RCW 28A.657.110.

WAC (6/3/2014 11:24 AM) [ 7 1 NOT FOR FILING



(e) A draft of the district's proposed renewal, revocation, and

nonrenewal processes, consistent with RCW 28A.710.190 and 28A.710.200.

The draft provided must, at a minimum, provide for the implementation

of transparent and rigorous processes that:

(1) Establish clear standards for renewal, nonrenewal, and revoca-

tion of charters it may authorize under RCW 28A.710.100;

(ii) Set reasonable and effective timelines for actions that may

be taken under RCW 28A.710.190 and 28A.710.200;

(iii) Describe how academic, financial and operational performance

data will be used in making decisions under RCW 28A.710.190 and

28A.710.200;

(iv) Outline a plan to take appropriate corrective actions, or

exercise sanctions short of revocation, in response to identified defi-
ciencies in charter school performance or legal compliance, in accord-
ance with the charter contract and the provisions of ehaptesr—RCH
28A.710.180—REcH.

(4) A district must sign a statement of assurances submitted with
its application, which #+hat shall be included as an attachment to the
authorizing contract executed between the approved district and the

state board of education, stating that it seeks to serve as an authorizer

WAC (6/3/2014 11:24 AM) [ 8 ] NOT FOR FILING



in fulfillment of the expectations, spirit, and intent of chapter 28A.710

RCW, and that if approved as an authorizer it will:

(a) Seek opportunities for authorizer professional development, and

assure that personnel with significant responsibilities for authorizing

and oversight of charter schools will participate in any authorizer

training provided or required by the state;

(b) Provide public accountability and transparency in all matters

concerning charter authorizing practices, decisions, and expenditures;

(c) Solicit applications for both new charter schools and conver-

sion charter schools, while appropriately distinguishing the two types

of charter schools in proposal requirements and evaluation criteria;

(d) Ensure that any charter school it oversees shall have a fully

independent governing board and exercise autonomy in all matters, to the

extent authorized by chapter 28A.710 RCW, in such areas as budget—budg-

eting, personnel and instructional eeguweatienat-programming and design;

(e) Ensure that any contract it may execute with the governing

board of an approved charter school under RCW 28A.710.160 provides that

the school will provide educational services to students with disabil-

ities, students who are limited English proficient, and any other special

populations of students as required by state and federal laws;

WAC (6/3/2014 11:24 AM) [ 9 ] NOT FOR FILING



(f) Include in any charter contract it may execute with the gov-
erning board of an approved charter school, in accordance with RCW
28A.710.160(2), educational services that at a minimum meet the basic

education standards set forth in RCW 28A.150.220.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.710.090. WSR 13-07-065, §& 180-19-030,

filed 3/19/13, effective 4/19/13.]

WAC 180-19-030 Submission of authorizer application. (Effective May

15, 2015) (1) The state board of education shall develop and make avail-

able on its web site, no later than Geteber—3dst—May 15 of each year, an

"authorizer application” that must be used by school districts seeking

to be approved as a charter school authorizer; preovided—hewever—that
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application may include such attachments as deemed required by the board
to support and complete the application.
(2) A school district seeking approval to be a charter school

authorizer must submit an "authorizer application" to the state board

of education by PBeeember—3+st—October 15 of the year im—whieh—prior to

the year the district seeks approval as an authorizeri+—provided;—however;

WAC (6/3/2014 11:24 AM) [ 10 ] NOT FOR FILING
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submitted via electronic mail to sbe@kl?2.wa.us by the date specified in
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shall post on its web site each application received from a school
district.

(3) A school district must provide sufficient and detailed infor-
mation regarding all of the following in the authorizer application
submitted to the board:

(2) The district's strategic vision for chartering. The district
must state the purposes that it expects to fulfill in being an authorizer

of charter schools, with speeifie—reference to the statuterypurpeses

findings and interests set forth in RCW 28A.710.005, as well as any

WAC (6/3/2014 11:24 AM) [ 11 1] NOT FOR FILING
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district-specific purposes that are a partiestar——priority for the dis-

trict; the characteristics of the school or schools it is most interested

in authorizing, while maintaining a commitment to considering all char-

ter applicants based on the merits of their proposals and the likelihood
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the educational goals it wishes to achieve; how it will give priority
to serving at-risk students, as defined in RCW 28A.710.010(2), or stu-
dents from low-performing schools; and how it will preteet—respect the
autonomy and premete—ensure the accountability of the charter schools
it oversees.

(b) A plan to support the vision presented, including explanations
and evidence of the applicant's budget and personnel capacity and com-
mitment to execute the responsibilities of quality charter authorizing.
"Budget and personnel capacity" means the district's capability of

o
=]

H-

providing sufficient—eassistaneey oversight, anmd—monitoring, and assis-

tance to ensure that the charter schools it authorizes will meet all
fiscal, academic and operational requirements under chapter 28A.710 RCW

and comply with all applicable state and federal laws. A district's

WAC (6/3/2014 11:24 AM) [ 12 ] NOT FOR FILING



evidence of budget and personnel capacity shall consist, at a minimum,

of a detailed description of the following:

(1) Staff resources to be devoted to charter authorizing and over-

sight under chapter 28A.710 RCW, in full-time equivalent employees, at

a level sufficient to fulfill its authorizing responsibilities in ac-

cordance with the NACSA "Principles and Standards ferQualtityCharter

a bz + 1 N
A C gy

NEPSNN
O

wthorizers— and the provisions of chapter 28A.710 RCW;

(11) Job titles, job descriptions, and brief bios and resumeseguat—

+fieations of district personnel with anticipated authorizing responsi-

bilities under RCW 28A.710.030, demonstrating the district's access to

competent—and—neeessaryexpertise in all areas essential to charter
school oversight including, but not limited to: School leadership; cur-
riculum, instruction and assessment; special education, English language
learners and other diverse learning needs; performance management+ and

law, finance and facilities, through staff and any contractual rela-

tionships or partnerships with other public entitiesinterageney—ecotiab

eratieons; and

(i1ii)An estimate, supported by verifiable data, of the financial

needs of the authorizer and a projection, to the extent feasible, of

sufficient financial resources, supported by the authorizer oversight

WAC (6/3/2014 11:24 AM) [ 13 ] NOT FOR FILING



fee under RCW 28A.710.110 and any other resources, to carry out its

authorizing responsibilities in accordance with the NACSA Principles and

D
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tHHeon—ofCharter—Sehool—Auvtheorizers—and the provisions of

chapter 28A.710 RCW.

(c) A draft or preliminary outline of the request for proposal{s)

that the district would, if approved as an authorizer, issue to solicit

charter school—apptieants applications. The draft or preliminary outline

of the request for proposal(s) shall meet all of the requirements set

forth in RCW 28A.710.130 (1) (b) and demonstrate that the district ap—

priecant—intends—to—will implement a comprehensive charter application
process that follows fair procedures and rigorous criteria, and an eval-
uation and oversight process based on a performance framework meeting
the requirements of RCW ehapter—28A.710.170-RcH.

(d) A draft of the performance framework that the district would,

if approved as an authorizer, use to guide the execution establishmernt

of a charter contract and for ongoing oversight and performance evalu-

ation of charter schools. The draft of the performance framework shall,
at a minimum, meet the requirements of RCW 28A.710.170(2) including
descriptions of each indicator, measure and metric enumerated therein,

and shall provide that student academic proficiency, student academic
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growth, achievement gaps in both proficiency and growth, graduation

rates, and postsecondary readiness are measured and reported in con-

formance with the achievement index developed by the state board of

education under RCW 28A.657.110.

(e) A draft of the district's proposed renewal, revocation, and

nonrenewal processes, consistent with RCW 28A.710.190 and 28A.710.200.

The draft provided must, at a minimum, provide for the implementation

of transparent and rigorous processes that:

(1) Establish clear standards for renewal, nonrenewal, and revoca-

tion of charters it may authorize under RCW 28A.710.100;

(ii) Set reasonable and effective timelines for actions that may

be taken under RCW 28A.710.190 and 28A.710.200;

(1i1ii) Describe how academic, financial and operational performance

data will Dbe wused in making decisions under RCW 28A.710.190 and

28A.710.200;

(iv) Outline a plan to take appropriate corrective actions, or

exercise sanctions short of revocation, in response to identified defi-
ciencies in charter school performance or legal compliance, in accord-
ance with the charter contract and the provisions of ehapter—RCW

28A.710.180—RCcH.
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(4) A district must sign a statement of assurances submitted with
its application, which#hat shall be included as an attachment to the
authorizing contract executed between the approved district and the
state board of education, stating that it seeks to serve as an authorizer
in fulfillment of the expectations, spirit, and intent of chapter 28A.710
RCW, and that if approved as an authorizer it will:

(a) Seek opportunities for authorizer professional development, and
assure that personnel with significant responsibilities for authorizing
and oversight of charter schools will participate in any authorizer
training provided or required by the state;

(b) Provide public accountability and transparency in all matters
concerning charter authorizing practices, decisions, and expenditures;

(c) Solicit applications for both new charter schools and conver-
sion charter schools, while appropriately distinguishing the two types
of charter schools in proposal requirements and evaluation criteria;

(d) Ensure that any charter school it oversees shall have a fully
independent governing board and exercise autonomy in all matters, to the
extent authorized by chapter 28A.710 RCW, in such areas as budgetbudg-

eting, personnel and instructional programming and design;

(e) Ensure that any contract it may execute with the governing

board of an approved charter school under RCW 28A.710.160 provides that
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the school will provide educational services to students with disabil-
ities, students who are limited English proficient, and any other special
populations of students as required by state and federal laws;

(f) Include in any charter contract it may execute with the gov-
erning board of an approved charter school, in accordance with RCW
28A.710.160(2), educational services that at a minimum meet the basic

education standards set forth in RCW 28A.150.220.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.710.090. WSR 13-07-065, § 180-19-030,

filed 3/19/13, effective 4/19/13.]

WAC 180-19-040 Evaluation and approval or denial of authorizer

applications. (Effective until May 15, 2015) (1) The board shall evaluate

an application submitted by a school district seeking to be an authorizer

and issue a decision approving or denying the application by April 1st
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(2) In evaluating each application, the board will rate each part

of the application as set forth in WAC 180-19-030(3) (a)-(e) as well-

developed, partially developed, or undeveloped, based on criteria for

evaluation included in the authorizer application developed and made

publicly available pursuant to WAC 180-19-030(1).

(a) “Well-developed” shall mean that the application response meets

the expectations established by the board and the NACSA Principles and

Standards in material respects and warrants approval subject to execu-

tion of an authorizing contract with the board.

(b) “Partially developed” shall mean that the application response

contains some aspects of a well-developed practice, is limited in its

execution, or otherwise falls short of satisfying the expectations es-

tablished by the board and the NACSA Principles and Standards.

(c) “Undeveloped” shall mean that the application response 1is

wholly inadequate in that the applicant district has not considered or

anticipated the well-developed practice at all, or proposes to carry out

its authorizing duties in a way that is not recognizably connected to

the expectations established by the board and the NACSA Principles and

Standards.

WAC (6/3/2014 11:24 AM) [ 18 ] NOT FOR FILING



(3) In its evaluation the board will atse—consider whether the

district's proposed policies and practices are consistent with the -NACSA

pPrinciples and sStandards—fer—euality—~charter ——school—authorizing 4
sz nad Iy + 1 Not+ o ol N o n £ (OCh vty Ol ] VARl SWANE N - 2N as
_Lut/ A8 U_Y CTIT INCOTC T OUTTT T ITooUoUCTITITTOCITUITT A\ T T O T ~J OO0 T CTT [ S A} J_g_),

required by RCW 28A.710.100(3), in at least the following areas:

(a) Organizational capacity: Commit human and financial resources

necessary to conduct authorizing duties effectively and efficiently;

(b) Solicitation and evaluation of charter applications: Implement

a comprehensive application process that includes clear application

qguestions and rigorous criteria, and grants charters only to applicants

who demonstrate strong capacity to establish and operate a charter

school;

(c) Performance contracting: Execute contracts with charter schools

that articulate the rights and responsibilities of each party regarding

school autonomy, funding, administration and oversight, outcomes,

measures for evaluating success or failure, performance consequences,

and other material terms;
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(d) Ongoing charter school oversight and evaluation: Conduct con-

tract oversight that competently evaluates performance and monitors com-

pliance, ensures schools' legally entitled autonomy, protects student

rights, informs intervention, revocation and renewal decisions, and pro-

vides annual reports as required by chapter 28A.710 RCW; and

(e) Charter renewal and revocation processes: Design and implement

a transparent and rigorous process that uses comprehensive academic,

financial and operational performance data to make merit-based renewal

decisions, and revokes charters when necessary to protect student and

public interests.

(34) The board shall develop and post on its public web site rubrics

for determination of the extent to which each criterion for evaluation

has been met.

(45) The board may utilize the services of external reviewers with

expertise in educational, organizational or financial matters in eval-

uating applications.

(56) Prior to approving any application, the board shall require

an in-person interview with district leadership for the purpose of re-

viewing and evaluating the application. The in-person interview will

be used to supplement or clarify information provided by the district

in the written application. The information received in the in-person
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interview shall be considered in formulating the overall ratings of the

application under subsection (2).

(67) For an application to be approved, the state—board must find

it to be well developed in each part of the application as set forth in

WAC 180-19-030(3). A determination that an application does not previde

q
0]

rot—meet standards of quality author-

izing 1in any part eempement; shall constitute grounds for disap-

proval.{4)» If the state board disapproves an application, it shall state

in writing the reasons for the disapproval, with specific reference to

the criteria included in the authorizer application.

(#83) The state—board ef—eduecation—shall post on its public web
site the applications of all school districts approved as authorizers.
A school district approved as an authorizer shall post its application

on a public web site.
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[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.710.090. WSR 13-07-065, § 180-19-040,

filed 3/19/13, effective 4/19/13.]

WAC (6/3/2014 11:24 AM) [ 21 ] NOT FOR FILING



WAC 180-19-040 Evaluation and approval or denial of authorizer

applications. (Effective May 15, 2015) (1) The board shall evaluate an

application submitted by a school district seeking to be an authorizer

and issue a decision approving or denying the application by April—st

D
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(2) In evaluating each application, the board will rate each part

of the application as set forth in WAC 180-19-030(3) (a)-(e) as well-

developed, partially developed, or undeveloped, based on criteria for

evaluation included in the authorizer application developed and made

publicly available pursuant to WAC 180-19-030(1) .

(a) “Well-developed” shall mean that the application response meets

the expectations established by the board and the NACSA Principles and

Standards in material respects and warrants approval subject to execu-

tion of an authorizing contract with the board.
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(b) “Partially developed” shall mean that the application response

contains some aspects of a well-developed practice, is limited in its

execution, or otherwise falls short of satisfying the expectations es-

tablished by the board and the NACSA Principles and Standards.

(c) “Undeveloped” shall mean that the application response is

wholly inadequate in that the applicant district has not considered or

anticipated the well-developed practice at all, or proposes to carry out

its authorizing duties in a way that is not recognizably connected to

the expectations established by the board and the NACSA Principles and

Standards.
Toar arm o] 3 o s A I PN = +1h ot ot bhoard mitad+ £23 24 4
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(3) In its evaluation the board will atse—consider whether the

district's proposed policies and practices are consistent with the NACSA
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required by RCW 28A.710.100(3), in at least the following areas:

(a) Organizational capacity: Commit human and financial resources

necessary to conduct authorizing duties effectively and efficiently;
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(b) Solicitation and evaluation of charter applications: Implement

a comprehensive application process that includes clear application

questions and rigorous criteria, and grants charters only to applicants

who demonstrate strong capacity to establish and operate a charter

school;

(c) Performance contracting: Execute contracts with charter schools

that articulate the rights and responsibilities of each party regarding

school autonomy, funding, administration and oversight, outcomes,

measures for evaluating success or failure, performance consequences,

and other material terms;

(d) Ongoing charter school oversight and evaluation: Conduct con-

tract oversight that competently evaluates performance and monitors com-

pliance, ensures schools' legally entitled autonomy, protects student

rights, informs intervention, revocation and renewal decisions, and pro-

vides annual reports as required by chapter 28A.710 RCW; and

(e) Charter renewal and revocation processes: Design and implement

a transparent and rigorous process that uses comprehensive academic,

financial and operational performance data to make merit-based renewal

decisions, and revokes charters when necessary to protect student and

public interests.
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(34) The board shall develop and post on its public web site rubrics

for determination of the extent to which each criterion for evaluation

has been met.

(45) The board may utilize the services of external reviewers with

expertise in educational, organizational or financial matters in eval-

uating applications.

(56) Prior to approving any application, the board shall require

an in-person interview with district leadership for the purpose of re-

viewing and evaluating the application The in-person interview will be

used to supplement or clarify information provided by the district in

the written application. The information received in the in-person

interview shall be considered in formulating the overall ratings of the

application under subsection (2).

(67) For an application to be approved, the state—board must find

it to be well developed in each part of the application as set forth in

WAC 180-19-030(3) . A determination that an application does not previde

the—reguiredinfeormation;—or deoes——pmet—meet standards of quality author-
izing 1in any part eempenenty shall constitute grounds for disap-

proval.{4)» If the state board disapproves an application, it shall state

in writing the reasons for the disapproval, with specific reference to

the criteria included in the authorizer application.

WAC (6/3/2014 11:24 AM) [ 25 ] NOT FOR FILING



(#83) The state—board ef—eauwecation—shall post on its public web
site the applications of all school districts approved as authorizers.
A school district approved as an authorizer shall post its application

on a public web site.

(AN T£ + PP L MOAPRE [D [ I U, [ IS SR SN RS, AP B P Sy
\ T/ P S T (S Wy & N wy 0TI MLQUBBLU Ay IT (AtJtJLL (ALLULL, [ S o LT1TCO 1T 1T [N & i wy
1A N ran - For + P P | 3 PP I -1 P - P +
LI T VVLALL,ALLl\j C1IT T OO IO [ S N CTT \JALk)ut/t/LU (_,LAL, W LT CIT »_)t/ o L T 1T [ S NP S SR S S i |y
+ 1 P R P T M P, A I IS, R L I
CTIT L T C [ Sy & 3 O COXo T oIl AW 8 I CTIT [=] [ S W iy [=]

[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.710.090. WSR 13-07-065, § 180-19-040,

filed 3/19/13, effective 4/19/13.]

WAC 180-19-070 Charter school—Request for proposals. (Effective

until January 16, 2016) No later than April 15, ¥each authorizer shall

annually issue requests for proposals for charter schools meeting the

requirements of RCW 28A.710.130. Fer—+the—year 201l3——areguest—Fforpr

noaal maiiodt N 1 oo a e " 1o+ +h o QA vl DD 2012 Rocn ot o £
PoSoOT—1moas Tt oo ot Oy O —=—attTE chcoit o CPTCitiotCT 7 0 T oot —T£O<L
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[Statutory Authority: Chapter 28A.710 RCW. WSR 13-12-055, & 180-19-070,

filed 6/1/13, effective 7/2/13.]
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WAC 180-19-070 Charter school—Request for proposals. (Effective

January 16, 2016) No later than March 1, Eeach authorizer shall annually

issue requests for proposals for charter schools meeting the require-

ments of RCW 28A.710.130. Fer—the—vyear 201 3+——a reguest—for proposal—must
=N 1 A K n 1oty +1h o Carmt i~y D9 2012 R ot o vy Ny~~~ o
vy Lo o T )\J_Y 1T [ Sy & Ny W - CIITTOTT J r/L, T - 7 AV L kjL/l [ wye) I S N t/L\Jt/\Jx)LALx)
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[Statutory Authority: Chapter 28A.710 RCW. WSR 13-12-055, & 180-19-070,

filed 6/1/13, effective 7/2/13.]

WAC 180-19-080 Charter school applications—Submission, approval,

or denial. (Effective until January 16, 2016) (1) An applicant, as

defined in RCW 28A.710.010, seeking approval must:
(a) Submit a nonbinding notice of intent to be approved as a pro-

posed charter school to an authorizer not less than thirty days before

the last date for submission of an application to an authorizer as
provided in this section. An applicant may not +fite—submit a charter
school application in a calendar year unless it has filed timely notice
of intent as provided herein; and

(b) Submit an application for a proposed charter school to an

authorizer by no later than July 15th of the year in which the applicant

seeks approval. Previded;—hoew r—Ehat—an—oappticant——Scekingapprovat
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§ 180-19-080,

Chapter 28A.710 RCW. WSR 13-12-055,

[Statutory Authority

effective 7/2/13.]
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WAC 180-19-080 Charter school applications—Submission, approval,

or denial. (Effective January 16, 2016) (1) An applicant, as defined

in RCW 28A.710.010, seeking approval must:

(a) Submit a nonbinding notice of intent to be approved as a pro-

by May 1 of the year in which approval is sought. An applicant may not

fH4te—submit a charter school application in a calendar year unless it
has filed timely notice of intent as provided herein; and
(b) Submit an application for a proposed charter school to an

authorizer by no later than Juty—3+5tEh—June 1 of the year in which the

applicant seeks approval. Previded;,—how —Ethat e —appticant——seeking
o ~ 1 + NN PN NP S NP 1 2 ONT A praacd ool e o] A o
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(2) An authorizer receiving an application for a proposed charter

school must either approve or deny the proposal by no later than Seteber

+5h—September 1 of the year in which the application is receiveds
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(3) The authorizer must provide the state board of education with

a written report of the approval or denial of an applicant's proposal

for a charter school within ten days of such action, —buvt—meo—dater—than
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seener-——The notice must comply with the requirements set forth in RCW
28A.710.150(2) . The report shall be sent to the board wvia electronic

mail to sbe@k-12.wa.us.

[Statutory Authority: Chapter 28A.710 RCW. WSR 13-12-055, & 180-19-080,

filed 6/1/13, effective 7/2/13.]

WAC 180-19-090 Board certification of charter schools—Lottery. (1)
Upon receipt of notice from an authorizer that a charter school has been
approved, the chair of the state board of education shall certify whether

the approval is in compliance with the limits in RCW 28A.710.150 on the

maximum number of charters—a REW28AF1+0-150 schools that may be es-

tablished. Certification from the state—-board ef—eduecatien—must be ob-

tained before final authorization of a charter school. The certification

of a charter school shall be posted on the board's web site.
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(2) If the board receives notification of charter approvals under

this section on the same day, and the total number of approvals exceeds

the limits in RCW 28A.710.150(1)on the maximum number of charter schools

that may be established for operation in any single year, the board will

select approved charters for certification through a lottery process as

follows:

(a) The board shall notify the authorizer that the approved charter

school has not been certified by the board for operation and must be

selected for certification through a lottery.

(b) Within thirty days after determining that the limit for charter

schools has been exceeded, the board shall conduct a lottery, as required

by RCW 28A.710.150(3), at a publicly noticed meeting to select and

certify approved charters for implementation. The board shall randomly

draw the names of charter schools from the available pool of approved

charter schools that have not been certified until the maximum allowable

total number of charter schools has been selected.
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(c++) Once the total number of charter schools that may be estab-
lished in any single year under RCW 28A.710.150 is exceeded, the board

shall certify a charter school for operation in a subsequent year in

which a charter school may be established within the limits set forth

in RCW 28A.710.150 (1), based upon the charter's selection in the lottery.

[Statutory Authority: Chapter 28A.710 RCW. WSR 13-12-055, & 180-19-090,

filed 6/1/13, effective 7/2/13.]
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THE WASHINGTON STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Governance | Accountability | Achievement | Oversight | Career & College Readiness

Rules to Chapter 28A.710 RCW
Charter Schools

Subject Provision Action
28A.710.090 | Authorizers - | (1) The state board of education shall establish an annual application and approval Public

- approval process and timelines for school district boards of directors seeking approval to be hearing
charter school authorizers. The initial process and timelines must be established no 2/26/13
later than ninety days after the effective date of this section.

Adoption
(2) At a minimum, each applicant must submit to the state board . . . 2/26/13
(3) The state board of education shall consider the merits of each application and
make its decision whether to grant approval within the timelines established by the
board.
(4) Within thirty days of making a decision to approve an application under this
section, the state board of education must execute a renewable authorizing contract
with the [school district board of directors] . . .
28A.710.100 | Authorizers | (4) Each authorizer must submit an annual report to the state board of education, Public

— Annual according to a timeline, content, and format specified by the board, which includes hearing

report 9/11/13
(a) The authorizer’s strategic vision for chartering and progress toward achieving that
vision; Adoption
(b) The academic and financial performance of all operating charter schools overseen | 11/15/13
by the authorizer;
(c) The status of the authorizer’s portfolio;
(d) The authorizer’'s operating costs and expenses;
(e) The services purchased by the charter schools under its jurisdiction.




Charters — Rule-Making Provisions

Washington State Board of Education

RCW Subject Provision Action
28A.710.110 | Authorizers - | (1) The state board of education shall establish a statewide formula for an authorizer Public
- funding oversight fee, which shall be calculated as a percentage of the state operating funding | hearing
allocated under section 223 of this act to each charter school, but may not exceed four | 5/8/13
percent of each charter school’s annual funding.
Adoption
(2) The state board may establish a sliding scale for the authorizer oversight fee, with | 5/9/13
the funding percentage decreasing after the authorizer has achieved a certain
threshold . . .
28A.710.120 | Authorizers - | (4) If at any time the state board of education finds that an authorizer is not in Public
- oversight compliance with a charter contract, its authorizing contract, or the authorizer duties hearing
under section 210 of this act, the board must notify the authorizer in writing of the 1/9/14
identified problems, and the authorizer shall have reasonable opportunity to respond
and remedy the problems. Adoption
3/6/14
(5) If an authorizer persists after due notice from the state board of education in
violating a material provision of a charter contract or its authorizing contract, or fails to
remedy other identified authorizing problems, the state board of education shall notify
the authorizer, within a reasonable amount of time under the circumstances, that it
intends to revoke the authorizer’s chartering authority unless the authorizer
demonstrates a timely and satisfactory remedy for the violation.
(7) The state board of education must establish timelines and a process for taking
actions under this section in response to performance deficiencies by an authorizer.
28A.710.130 | Charter (1) Each authorizer must annually issue and broadly publicize a request for proposals | Public
applications | for charter school applications by the date established by the state board of education | hearing
under section 214 of this act. 5/8/13
Adoption

5/9/13




Charters — Rule-Making Provisions

Washington State Board of Education

RCW Subject Provision Action
28A.710.140 | Charter (1) The state board of education must establish an annual statewide timeline for Public
applications | charter application submission and approval or denial, which must be followed by all hearing
authorizers. 5/8/13
Adoption
5/9/13
28A.710.150 | Number of (2) The state board of education shall establish for each year in which charter schools | Public
charter may be authorized as part of the timeline to be established pursuant to section 214 of | hearing
schools this Act, the last date by which the authorizer must submit [the report to the applicant 5/8/13
and the SBE of the action to approve or deny a charter application.
Adoption
(3) If the board receives simultaneous notification of approved charters that exceed 5/9/13
the annual allowable limits in subsection (1) of this section, the board must select
approved charters for implementation through a lottery process, and must assign
implementation dates accordingly.
28A.710.210 | Charter (3) A charter contract may not be transferred from one authorizer to another or from Discussion
school one charter school applicant to another before the expiration of the charter contract document
termination | term except by petition to the state board of education by the charter school or its 1/9/2014
or authorizer. The state board of education must review such petitions on a case-by-
dissolution case basis and may grant transfer requests in response to special circumstances and

evidence that such a transfer would serve the best interests of the charter school’'s
students.
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