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BACKGROUND:    

Scott Palmer and Jon Furr will provide an overview of accountability from the federal 
and state perspectives, with an emphasis on integrating the requirements of No Child 
Left Behind with state accountability provisions.  They will share the experiences of 
other states in developing and implementing accountability systems, what practices 
have been successful, and systems for recognition, assistance, and intervention. 
 
The goal of the discussion and presentation is to provide board members a national 
context, ideas about what has worked in other states, and how the board might proceed 
in modifying Washington’s K-12 accountability system that successfully integrates 
NCLB and state accountability requirements.  
 
Attached is information on Scott and Jon’s background, a copy of the Washington 
accountability overview that Bob Butts presented to the board in May, and the State 
Board’s current accountability responsibilities. 



Scott Palmer, Holland & Knight LLP 

 

Scott Palmer is a partner and co-leader of Holland & Knight's education policy team. 
He provides legal, policy, strategic planning and advocacy services to education leaders 
across the country. Mr. Palmer’s focus is on preventive law --helping states, school 
districts, higher education institutions, private education providers and education 
associations understand how to structure their programs in ways that best serve their 
educational goals and meet federal and state legal requirements, thereby improving 
education while reducing the risk of litigation or enforcement. He also focuses on federal 
advocacy before the United States Department of Education and Congress on key 
education issues. Mr. Palmer works on issues such as the No Child Left Behind Act, 
accountability, standards and assessment, services for English language learners, 
services for students with disabilities, and diversity programs. 

Mr. Palmer served until January 2001 in the Clinton Administration as Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of the U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights (OCR). In that 
capacity, Mr. Palmer was responsible for the development of civil rights legal policy in 
education, including the promulgation of regulations and policy guidance on issues such 
as high-stakes testing, resource equity/adequacy and affirmative action. Mr. Palmer 
previously served as a legal and policy adviser with the President’s Initiative on Race in 
the White House, where he was responsible for education and civil rights issues. 

Mr. Palmer speaks regularly on education legal and policy matters, and has published 
numerous articles on issues such as the proper use of tests and the value of diversity in 
education. He is currently Vice Chair of the ABA's Public Education Committee of the 
Individual Rights and Responsibilities Section. He has also served as Senior Legal 
Fellow at the Harvard University Civil Rights Project and as Adjunct Professor at the 
University of Maryland, where he has taught education law and policy. 

Mr. Palmer received his J.D. from the University of California, Berkeley, School of Law 
(Boalt Hall), his Masters in Public Policy from Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy 
School of Government, and his B.A. with Honors from the University of Maryland. Mr. 
Palmer has been named by his peers to the 2007 edition of The Best Lawyers in 
America for Education Law.  



Jonathan Furr, Holland & Knight LLP 

 

Jonathan E. Furr is a Senior Counsel in the Chicago office of Holland & Knight LLP 
and practices in the area of state and local government, environment and land use, real 
estate development, and education. Mr. Furr's experience is widespread and includes 
environmental and educational policy, real estate and construction, zoning and land 
use, and other transactional matters.  

Prior to joining the firm, Mr. Furr served as the General Counsel for two major State of 
Illinois agencies. As General Counsel for the Illinois State Board of Education, he was 
responsible for the development of legislation, regulations and policy impacting public 
schools, including the agency's approach to the oversight of private tutoring companies 
and school district sanctions under the federal No Child Left Behind Act. As General 
Counsel for the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Mr. Furr provided legal and 
policy advice on the State's conservation and outdoor recreation programs. He 
negotiated a major economic development agreement to attract an international event 
to Illinois, and structured the project agreements for the 1,500-acre event site. He also 
worked on a variety of natural resources matters involving wetlands protection, natural 
resources damages, endangered species and natural areas consultation, and water use 
and conservation. Mr. Furr has lectured on the regulation of private tutoring companies, 
school district reorganization, reducing educational "red tape" and natural resources 
damages.  

Mr. Furr received his bachelor's degree, cum laude, in Architecture and History from 
Washington University (St. Louis) in 1995. He received his law degree, cum laude, in 
2000 from the University of Michigan Law School and his Masters in Urban Planning 
degree in 2001 from the University of Michigan's Taubman College of Architecture and 
Urban Planning. 
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