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BACKGROUND: 
 
The goal of the morning session of the State Board meeting is to provide an overview of 
the student characteristics, achievement levels, successes, and challenges faced by 
educators, students, and parents in the Yakima area.  
 
Dr. Alfonso Anaya, OSPI Director of Bilingual and Migrant Education, will provide an 
overview of the characteristics of English language learners in the state, and suggest 
strategies that would improve student success.  
 
Several students who have recently immigrated to the United States will then share their 
experiences in school. 
 
Dr. Jane Gutting, Superintendent of ESD 105 and veteran educator, will compare and 
contrast what she has experienced and observed as an educator in the Puget Sound 
area and in the Yakima Valley, and identify educational efforts in the Yakima-area that 
have been especially effective. 
 
Representatives from the Yakima, Grandview, Sunnyside, and Toppenish school 
districts will then address three questions:   

- What barriers are you facing in assisting your students? 
- What support (advice, assistance, research, funding) do you need from the state to 

be more successful? 
- Do you have any advice or suggestions for the State Board? 

 
After lunch, several parents of English language learners have been invited to share 
their experiences with their childrens’ schools.  In addition, Michelle Corker-Curry will 
discuss English language instruction in school districts that have students from families 
with multiple languages.  
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 King County Yakima County 

Students:   

Total # of Students:  

Head Count (October 2005) 
254,671 48,725 

Percent Free & Reduced Price Lunch 30% 67% 

Students Meeting Standard on 

10th Grade WASL   
  

Reading 78% 61% 

Writing 70% 50% 

Mathematics 55% 32% 

Student Demographics:   

% African American 10% 1% 

% Asian 17% 1% 

% Hispanic 11% 56% 

% Native American 2% 6% 

% Pacific Islander 1% 0% 

% White 62% 37% 

% Bilingual Program 9% 22% 

% Migrant Program 1% 8% 

Families:   

Median Family Income (2000 Census) $53,157 $34,828 

Percent of Women 25 or Older with a 

BA or Higher (2000 Census) 
37.6%  14.5% 

Teachers:    

Average # of Students Per Teacher 17 18 

Percent of Teachers with a  
Master’s Degree 

59% 56% 

Teacher Average Years of Experience 12.5 yrs 12.8 yrs 

Funding:   

Total Per Pupil Spending (2004–05) $7,917 $8,012 

$ Per Pupil from M & O Levies $1,621 $555 

$ Per Pupil from State Dollars $5,222 $5,817 

$ Per Pupil from Federal Dollars $618 $1,540 
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