
What is the FutureReady Proposal?
Updating high school graduation requirements so students are prepared for 
careers, college and life through strong academics, meaningful learning, and 
greater flexibility to pursue their goals.

Why Update?
FutureReady is Washington’s 
first opportunity in more 
than a decade to look 
comprehensively at 
graduation requirements and 
associated policies to create 
a cohesive framework where 
each element works together 
to prepare students for a 
rapidly-changing world.

Students say 
courses aren’t 

relevant
More than one in 
four 10th and 12th 

graders believe 
their schoolwork 

is seldom or never 
meaningful.

(Washington 2025 Healthy 
Youth Survey)

Postsecondary credentials 
won’t meet demand

75% of projected job openings 
over the next decade will require 
postsecondary credentials, yet 
only 40% of Washington high 

school students are expected to 
earn one.

(Washington Roundtable February 2025 
Report and Education Research & Data 

Center High School Graduate Outcomes 
Dashboard)

There are 
equity gaps in 

graduation rates
Although graduation 
rates have increased 

over the last 10 
years, there’s a 4-45 
percentage point gap 

for certain student 
groups.

(OSPI Report Card)

Recommendations Designed by Washington’s Communities

Rather than developing recommendations first and seeking 
feedback later, FutureReady was designed to foster a 
collaboration of ideas between the Board and community 
members. We made a particular effort to include voices that 
have historically been underrepresented in education policy 
conversations, including students with disabilities, multilingual 
families, migrant families, youth in foster care, and other 
underserved communities. 

The Board spent over two years gathering input from 
hundreds of students, families, educators, higher education, 
employers, Tribes, community organizations, and others across 
Washington. Our proposal has been built from this input to 
address the needs of students and families with consideration 
for school district implementation needs.

What Are We Proposing?

The proposal is designed to create graduation requirements that give every student the opportunity to explore 
their interests, build real-world skills, and prepare for life after high school, while supporting schools in offering 
relevant, authentic, and interdisciplinary learning opportunities. It also maintains strong academic expectations 
that keep multiple postsecondary options open as students’ goals evolve.

More Time for Meaningful Learning Connected to 
Student Goals Paired With More Guidance for Students

The proposal expands Personalized Pathway 
Requirements (PPRs) so students have flexibility to tailor 
coursework to their interests and postsecondary goals 
without lowering academic expectations. 

The proposal also simplifies the framework by 
eliminating the Graduation Pathway Requirement and 
redistributes that time so educators can provide more 
consistent and thorough individualized guidance to 
students to help them prepare for life after high school.

Clarifying Personalized Pathway Requirements

PPRs are default courses that most students would complete 
that keep most postsecondary options open. If a student has 
a clear postsecondary plan documented in their High School 
and Beyond Plan they may, in consultation with their family 
and educators, substitute default PPRs with other courses 
that better support that goal.

School districts must offer all requirements on a schedule 
that ensures students can complete the requirements within 
four years during the regular school day.
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Better Prepare Students With Skills They Need to Be 
Ready for Success After Graduation

The proposal adds instruction in subjects that students need 
for the future and have been long requested by communities.

•	 Create a one-credit PPR course focused on financial 
education, High School and Beyond Plan instruction, and 
life skills.

•	 Expand CTE opportunities and access by requiring all 
schools to offer at least one CTE course sequence aligned 
with RCW 28A.700.030.

•	 Align the default math sequence with college admissions 
expectations and add a Senior Year Quantitative 
Reasoning Course to PPRs. 

•	 Give students more opportunities to receive mental health 
education by requiring schools to offer a 0.5-credit health 
or physical education course focused on mental health 
and wellness.

•	 Combine the current 0.5-credit Civics course and 
0.5-credit Contemporary World History, Geography, and 
Problems course into a single one-credit Civics course.

•	 Districts must provide instruction in technology and media 
literacy at all grade levels in an interdisciplinary way.

More Consistent Statewide Policy for Flexible  
Credit Options

Students say they need more hands-on learning 
experiences and greater flexibility in how they earn 
credits. State law already allows school districts 
to adopt policies that meet this need, including 
competency-based crediting and Career Technical 
Education (CTE) course equivalencies, but 
implementation and access vary from district to district. 
The proposal would: 

•	 Establish consistent statewide policies for how 
students can earn competency-based credit, PE 
excusals tied to athletic participation outside school, 
and obtaining language credits as a multilingual 
learner. Creating statewide policies ensures that 
a student’s location is no longer the determining 
factor in whether they can benefit from these 
policies.

•	 Encourage districts to utilize existing flexibility in 
CTE course equivalencies by allowing students 
to earn two credits when a CTE course provides 
students with the opportunity to demonstrate 
competency in both the CTE standards and 
academic course standards.

See how the 
proposal 

compares 
to current 

requirements

HIGH SCHOOL & BEYOND PLAN (HSBP)
Every student’s high school journey is built around their High School & Beyond Plan.

The plan typically starts in seventh grade and is updated annually. It supports exploration and decision-making 
about a student’s courses and activities that prepare them for their postsecondary goals. Students don’t need to 
know what they want to do right away. This plan helps them figure it out as they learn, explore topics, and discover 
who they are and what they’re passionate about.

The HSBP guides a student’s 
PPRs. Students would 
complete the default 

courses unless they decide, 
in collaboration with their 
counselor and family, to 

substitute courses based on 
their HSBP goals.

CREDIT REQUIREMENTS (24 CREDITS TOTAL)

Core Credits (15 Credits) 
All students must complete these courses.

ENGLISH 
(4 CREDITS)

1 Credit 
Any English Class

1 Credit 
Any English Class

1 Credit 
Any English Class

1 Credit 
Any English Class

SCIENCE 
(3 CREDITS)

1 Credit 
Class with lab

1 Credit 
Class with lab

1 Credit 
Based on a student’s 

HSBP

MATH 
(3 CREDITS)

1 Credit 
Integrated Math 1 or 

Algebra 1

1 Credit 
Integrated Math 2 or 

Geometry

1 Credit 
Integrated Math 3 or 
Algebra 2 (default) 

Data Science, 
Statistics, or 

Financial Algebra

SOCIAL STUDIES 
(3 CREDITS)

1 Credit 
U.S. History & 
Government

1 Credit 
Civics & 

Contemporary World 
History, Geography, 

and Problems

1 Credit 
Social Studies 

elective

HEALTH & FITNESS 
(1 CREDIT)

0.5 Credit 
Physical Education

0.5 Credit 
Health

ARTS 
(1 CREDIT)

1 Credit 
Performing or visual 

arts

Personalized Pathway 
Requirements (5 Credits)

Default course options that may be 
substituted based on a student’s HSBP.

1 Credit 
Senior Year 

Quantitative Course

A math-based 
quantitative 

reasoning course 
taken during a 

student’s senior year.

1 Credit 
Financial Education, 
HSBP, and Life Skills

May be offered either 
as a single course 
or multiple courses 

covering this content.

0.5 Credit 
Health OR Physical 

Education with a 
focus on mental 

health and wellness

0.5 Credit 
Physical Education

1 Credit 
World Language

1 Credit 
World Language

Any two of the same language. Includes 
American Sign Language, or Tribal language. 
Requirement also satisfied with completion 

of Washington State Seal of Biliteracy.

Electives  
(4 Credits)
Any courses that 

interest a student.

1 Credit

1 Credit

1 Credit

1 Credit

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONAL EXPERIENCE)
Students would complete at least one credit of CTE as one of their 24 credits, either as a standalone course or through a CTE course equivalency. 
If a student has a clear postsecondary plan documented in their High School and Beyond Plan, they may substitute CTE with another course if the 
student, in consultation with their family and educators, thinks the substitution would better support that individual student’s goal.
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