
   
 

   
 

Washington State School Recognition 
Program Business Rules – 2026 
Program Overview 
The State Board of Education (SBE) uses Washington School Improvement Framework 
(WSIF) data to recognize schools for exemplary performance through the annual 
Washington State School Recognition Program. The WSIF is the state’s accountability 
system and is part of the state’s Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) Consolidated Plan. 
The WSIF combines multiple indicators into a 1-10 score for the entire school and 
individual student groups. The Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) 
calculates each school’s WSIF score, which is used to determine if the school needs 
additional state supports. Schools’ individual WSIF results are found on OSPI’s Report Card 
and OSPI’s Data Portal. Schools identified for state supports are listed on OSPI’s System 
and School Improvement page.  

Appendix A further describes how the Recognition Program uses the WSIF. 

Data Sources 
The 2026 Recognition Program uses the scores and data in the 2025 3-year WSIF, which 
was publicly released in March 2026. The 2025 WSIF includes data from the three most 
recently completed school years (2022-23 through 2024-25 school years). Appendix A: 
WSIF Indicators describes the WSIF measures used in the Program.  

The Recognition Program also uses unsuppressed (non-public) WSIF data. SBE has a data 
sharing agreement with OSPI for the following unsuppressed data: 

• 2024 and 2025 WSIF data releases with scores, 3-year measures, and support tier 
assignments and 

• Individual year data for the 2023-24 and 2024-25 school years 

Data Limitations 
Both the WSIF and the Recognition Program require a minimum number of student records 
in order to report on specific metrics or to calculate a WSIF score. Minimums are described 
in the Category Descriptions and Criteria section and Appendix A. Some schools and/or 
student groups may not have enough data to be included for all award categories. 

In addition, WSIF data may have errors, which means the Recognition Program may award 
schools based on incorrect data.  

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/policy-funding/grants-management/every-student-succeeds-act-essa/washington-school-improvement-framework
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/policy-funding/grants-management/every-student-succeeds-act-essa/washington-school-improvement-framework
https://sbe.wa.gov/our-work/school-recognition
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/policy-funding/grants-management/every-student-succeeds-act-essa/washington-school-improvement-framework
https://reportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/data-reporting/data-portal?title=%22wsif%22
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/support-programs/system-and-school-improvement
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/support-programs/system-and-school-improvement
https://data.wa.gov/education/Washington-School-Improvement-Framework-WSIF-2025-/u25x-vdun/about_data
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OSPI’s Report Card and Data Portal may not show all the data used to identify awarded 
schools because the Recognition Program uses both public data and non-public data. 
The best source for understanding award decisions is the School Recognition website. 

Category Descriptions and Criteria 
Schools qualify for recognition if they meet the criteria in at least one of three categories: 
Closing Gaps, Growth, and Achievement.  

Minimum Criteria for All Categories  
All recognized schools must meet both of the following requirements before being 
considered for any category: 

• The 2025 3-year WSIF must show that the school’s All Students group met ESSA 
participation requirements in both the ELA and math assessments as noted by 
OSPI. OSPI marks a school as meeting ESSA requirements if at least one of the three 
years (2022-23 through 2024-25 school years) rolled up in the 2025 WSIF had a 95% 
participation rate.1 

• The school must have had enrollment in the 2023-24 and 2024-25 school years.  

Closing Gaps Criteria 
Schools in this category have made significant progress in areas previously identified for 
improvement through the WSIF supports identification process. Depending on the tier, the 
school also had to show WSIF growth as defined below.  

Criteria for All Schools 

• OSPI must have identified the school for Targeted (Tiers 1 and 2) or Comprehensive 
(Tier 3) support in the 2024 WSIF (based on the “2024_Annual_Identification” field), 
which includes data from the 2021-22 through 2023-24 school years. 

• The 2023-24 and 2024-25 individual school year data files must show that the 
school’s All Students group has: 

o At least 10 students who participated in the ELA assessment and at least 10 
students who participated in the math assessment each year and 

o A yearly 95% participation rate in both the ELA and math assessments.  

 

1 The 3-year WSIF also reports the actual ELA and math participation rates across the three years as a 
percentage. The reported 3-year percentage can be less than 95% for a school identified as meeting ESSA 
participation requirements if the school only met the 95% rate in one or two of the three years. 

https://sbe.wa.gov/our-work/school-recognition
https://data.wa.gov/education/Washington-School-Improvement-Framework-WSIF-2024-/8v2t-vz3j/about_data
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Criteria for Comprehensive Support Schools (Tier 3) Only 
Schools identified for Comprehensive Supports (for reasons other than graduation rate) in 
the 2024 WSIF must meet all of the following criteria: 

• The All Students group’s 2025 WSIF score must be above the identification 
threshold score used in the 2024 WSIF, which was a score of 2.25. 

• The All Students group must show an increase between their 2024 and 2025 scores 
that is in the top 20% of identified schools. For 2026, a score increase greater than 
or equal to .50 was in the top 20%. 

• All individual student group scores on the 2025 WSIF must stay the same or be 
higher than their 2024 WSIF score.  

Criteria for Comprehensive – Low Graduation Rate Support Schools Only 
Schools identified for Comprehensive Supports in the 2024 WSIF due to having a low 
graduation rate must have a 4-year adjusted cohort graduation rate (All Students group) of 
more than 66.7% in the 2024-25 school year (requires at least 20 students in the cohort to 
be calculated).  

Criteria for Targeted Support Schools (Tiers 1 and 2) Only 
Schools identified for Targeted Supports (for reasons other than English language 
proficiency progress) in the 2024 WSIF must meet all of the following criteria: 

• The school’s individual student groups with scores less than or equal to 2.25 in the 
2024 WSIF must not see a decline in their 2025 WSIF score. And, at least two-thirds 
of those identified groups must show an increase between their 2024 and 2025 
scores that is equal to the top 20% of identified schools for the All Students group. 
For 2026, a score increase greater than or equal to .50 was in the top 20%. 

• At least one of the individual student groups with a 2024 WSIF score less than or 
equal to 2.25 must have a 2025 WSIF score greater than 2.25. 

• If any individual student group’s 2024 WSIF score was greater than 2.25, its 2025 
WSIF score cannot be less than or equal to 2.25. 

Criteria for Targeted Support Schools – Low English Language Progress 
Only 
Schools identified for Targeted Supports in the 2024 WSIF due to low English language 
proficiency progress must have an English Language Progress rate (All Students group) in 
the 2024-25 school year that is greater than the 9.4% threshold used for English Language 
Progress identification in the 2024 WSIF. 
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Growth Criteria 
These schools have at least one student group that has shown some of the state’s largest 
annual gains across multiple measures. The growth is measured between the 2023-24 and 
2024-25 school years.  

Unlike the 3-year WSIF, the Growth category does not require at least 20 student records 
over three years to generate data (as described in Appendix A). Instead, each student 
group must have at least 10 valid records in each year as described below. 

To be recognized for Growth, schools must meet all of the following based on the 2023-24 
and 2024-25 individual school year data files and the 2025 3-year WSIF: 

• The school must have at least one reportable student group, including the All 
Students group. To be reportable, a student group must have at least 10 valid 
records for each year (2023-24 and 2024-25) for the measure being evaluated. 

• The reportable student groups must meet at least 60 percent of the following 
measures for which the school or student group is eligible/reportable: 

o The year-to-year percentage point increase in the group’s ELA proficiency 
rate is in the top 10 percent of schools. This measure is only included if the 
All Student group had a 95% ELA assessment participation rate for each 
comparison year. 

o The year-to-year percentage point increase in the group’s math proficiency 
rate is in the top 10 percent of schools. This measure is only included if the 
All Student group had a 95% ELA assessment participation rate for each 
comparison year. 

o The group’s ELA Student Growth Percentile (SGP) from the 2025 WSIF is in 
the top 10 percent of schools.  

o The group’s math SGP from the 2025 WSIF is in the top 10 percent of schools.  
o The year-to-year percentage point increase in the group’s regular attendance 

rate is in the top 10 percent of schools. A school will not be recognized if 
attendance is the only reportable measure. 

o The year-to-year percentage point increase in the group’s adjusted four-year 
graduation rate is in the top 10 percent of schools. 

o The group’s extended year graduation rate change from the 2025 WSIF is in 
the top 10 percent of schools.  

o The year-to-year percentage point increase in the group’s 9th-Graders on 
Track rate is in the top 10 percent of schools. 

o The year-to-year percentage point increase in the group’s dual credit 
completion rate is in the top 10 percent of schools.  
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o The school’s percentage of English language learners making progress, as 
reported in the 2025 WSIF, is in the top 10 percent of schools (this metric is 
only used for the All Students group). 

• Appendix B lists the 10% threshold cut points.  

High-Low Gap Test  
If a school’s All Students group meets 60% of the measures listed above, the school must 
also show that the gap between the highest and lowest scoring individual student groups 
narrowed between the 2024 and 2025 WSIF (the two groups can be different each year). To 
show this, all of the following criteria must be met: 

• The gap between the highest and lowest individual student group scores in the 2025 
WSIF must be less than the gap in the 2024 WSIF. The yearly gap is calculated by 
subtracting the lowest score from the highest score for each year. 

• There must be no year-to-year WSIF score decline for neither the highest nor lowest 
performing groups between the 2024 and 2025 WSIF.  

• Schools that have an equal gap in both years do not pass the test. Nor do schools 
that do not have two or more individual student groups with WSIF scores in both 
years (applies to only very small schools).  

Achievement Criteria 
These schools have the state's highest performance in at least two WSIF metrics and have 
an above average WSIF score for all reportable student groups.  

To be recognized for Achievement, schools must meet all of the following criteria based on 
the 2025 3-year WSIF: 

• The All Students group at the school performed in the top 20 percent of schools in at 
least two of the following 3-year measures:  

o ELA proficiency rate 
o Math proficiency rate 
o Regular attendance rate 
o Four-year graduation rate 
o 9th-grade on track rate 
o Dual credit completion rate 

• The school received a 2025 WSIF score of 6.00 or higher for the All Students group 
and individual reportable student groups.  

• Appendix B lists the 20% threshold cut points.  
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Appendix A: WSIF Basics for Recognition 

WSIF Indicators 
The WSIF uses data from the three most recently completed school years across five broad 
indicators. Each indicator has one or more specific measures as shown in the table below. 
Most indicators are grade specific. Generally, an individual measure will be reported and 
calculated for any student group (including the All Students group) with at least 20 valid 
records over the three years of data combined. Because the 20 records are totaled across 
the three years, the same student may be counted more than once if they attended the 
same school for multiple years.  

Three-Year WSIF Indicators and Measures 

Broad 
Indicator  

Specific 
Measure 

Description 

Academic 
Achievement 
(Grades 3–8 
and 10) 

• ELA 
proficiency 
rate 

• Math 
proficiency 
rate 

• Measures the percentage of students that earned a 
level 3 or 4 on the Smarter Balanced Assessment 
(SBA) or the Washington Access to Instruction and 
Measurement (WA-AIM) alternative assessment 
over the last three school years.  

• Students must meet the Half-Year Enrollment 
requirement for a specific school year to be 
included.2 

Other 
Academic 
Achievement 
(Grades 4–8) 

• Median ELA 
Student 
Growth 
Percentile 
(SGP) 

• Median Math 
SGP 

• Measures the median SGP over the last three 
school years. An SGP is a number between 1 and 
99 that describes a student's year-to-year growth 
compared to students with similar prior test 
scores. 

• Students must meet the Half-Year Enrollment 
requirement for a specific school year to be 
included.1  

• Students must have at least two consecutive years 
of testing data to have an SGP calculated in any 
one year.  

 

2 Half-Year Enrollment means students who are enrolled on the first business day in October of the specific 
school year and continue to be enrolled for 150 calendar days. 

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/testing/state-testing/washington-state-smarter-balanced-assessment-consortium
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/testing/state-testing/washington-state-smarter-balanced-assessment-consortium
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/testing/state-testing/assessment-students-cognitive-disabilities-wa-aim
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/testing/state-testing/assessment-students-cognitive-disabilities-wa-aim
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/data-reporting/data-collections-ospi/student-growth-percentiles-sgp
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Broad 
Indicator  

Specific 
Measure 

Description 

Graduation 
Rate 
(Grade 12+) 

• Four-year 
graduation 
rate  

• Extended-
year 
graduation 
rate change 

• The four-year graduation rate measures the 
percentage of high schoolers over the last three 
school years who graduated in four years based on 
their 9th grade entry year. The four-year cohort is 
adjusted for students who transfer in or out of the 
school. 

• The extended-year graduation rate change is 
calculated by taking the graduation rates from the 
5-, 6-, and 7-year cohorts and subtracting their 
corresponding 4-, 5-, and 6-year graduation rates 
from the previous year, then adding the amounts 
together for a total percentage point increase over 
the last three school years. This measure is not 
calculated if the four-year graduation rate contains 
less than 20 students. 

School 
Quality or 
Student 
Success 
(SQSS) 

• Regular 
attendance 
(Grades K-12)  

• Ninth grade 
on track 

• Dual credit 
completion 
(Grades 9-12) 

• Regular attendance measures the percentage of 
students who missed less than two full days of 
school per month on average over the last three 
years. Absences include unexcused and excused 
absences where a student misses 50% or more of 
the school day. Students enrolled for at least 90 
calendar days between September 1 and June 1 in 
each of the three years are included.  

• Ninth Grade on Track measures the percentage of 
first-time 9th-graders over the last three school 
years that earned all attempted credits in their 9th 
grade year. 

• Dual Credit Completion is the percentage of high 
school students that completed at least one dual 
credit course in the last three years. 

English 
Language 
Progress 
(Grades K-12) 

Progress in 
achieving English 
language 
proficiency  

• Measures the percentage of students in the All 
Students group over the last three years who made 
sufficient year-to-year progress to exit English 
language learning services within six years, based 
on annual English Language Proficiency (ELP) 
Assessment results. 

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/testing/state-testing/english-language-proficiency-assessments/english-language-proficiency-annual-assessments
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/testing/state-testing/english-language-proficiency-assessments/english-language-proficiency-annual-assessments
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Broad 
Indicator  

Specific 
Measure 

Description 

• Students must meet the Half-Year Enrollment 
requirement for a specific school year to be 
included.1  

• Students who have at least two consecutive years 
of testing data or who enter and transition from the 
program in the same year are included for any one 
year.  

WSIF Scores 
Each indicator receives a score based on its individual measures. Indicator scores are then 
combined into the overall WSIF score as described in the WSIF Business Rules listed on 
OSPI’s WSIF webpage. Individual student groups may also receive a WSIF score separate 
from the school’s overall WSIF score. 

For a student group (including the All Students group) to receive an overall WSIF score, the 
group needs the following measures reported at a minimum:  

• An ELA and/or math proficiency rate, 
• A regular attendance rate, and 
• Either: 

o An ELA and/or math SGP or 
o A four-year graduation rate 

Some schools do not receive a WSIF score because they do not have enough student 
records or do not have tested grades.3 OSPI works with those schools to determine if they 
require additional supports. These schools may still be eligible to receive recognition in the 
Growth category depending on whether any indicators have reported data (the Growth 
category uses individual years’ data instead of the three years of data reported in the WSIF 
and has a lower minimum student record requirement). 

Individual Student Groups 
In addition to the All Students group at each school, the following individual student 
groups’ WSIF measures and scores are also calculated if they meet minimum reporting 
requirements: 

• American Indian/Alaska Native 

 

3 State-Tribal Education Compact schools that receive federal Bureau of Indian Education grant funding also 
do not receive WSIF scores, nor does OSPI calculate individual metrics. 

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/policy-funding/grants-management/every-student-succeeds-act-essa/washington-school-improvement-framework
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• Asian 
• Black/African American 
• Hispanic/Latino 
• Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 
• White 
• Two or More Races 
• English Language Learners 
• Students from Low-income Families (Free and Reduced Price Meal eligibility) 
• Students with Disabilities 

Supports Identification Process 
Schools are identified as needing supports if at least one student group (including the All 
Students group) has a WSIF score in the bottom 5% of all schools, if they have a low 
graduation rate, or if they have low English language proficiency progress. Schools without 
WSIF scores are identified through a supplemental process. There are three support tiers. 

Since WSIF was introduced in 2018, there have been three identification cycles. A cycle 
generally starts every three years and provides three full school years of support to 
identified schools. Throughout an individual cycle, the 5% score threshold stays the same. 
The threshold score only changes when a new cycle begins. The next cycle will start in early 
2027 with a new threshold based on 2026 WSIF data. 

To allow for progress monitoring, OSPI calculates tiers yearly, but a school’s original “Cycle 
Support Tier” remains unchanged throughout the cycle. The Recognition Program uses 
support tiers for its Closing Gaps category. Depending on the year, the program may use a 
support tier that was calculated partway through a support cycle to identify schools as 
described in the Category Descriptions and Criteria section. 

See OSPI’s WSIF Identification FAQ for more information about the identification process. 

  

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2026-01/faqs_v3.pdf
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Appendix B: 2026 Threshold Scores 

Growth Route – 2026 Threshold Cut Points (Top 10%) for the All 
Students Group 
Schools may be recognized for Growth if their All Students group meets the listed threshold 
in at least 60% of the group’s reportable metrics.  

Data Element Data Definition 
10% Threshold 
(Greater than 
or equal to) 

ELA Proficiency Rate 
Change 

Change in ELA proficiency rate from 2023-24 
school year to 2024-25 school year if the All 
Student participation rate was at least 95% 
for both years. 

6.7035 
percentage 

points 

Math Proficiency Rate 
Change 

Change in math proficiency rate from 2023-
24 school year to 2024-25 school year if the 
All Student participation rate was at least 
95% for both years. 

7.0629 
percentage 

points 

ELA SGP ELA median Student Growth Percentile (SGP) 
from 2025 3-year WSIF 

61.50 
percentile 

Math SGP Math median SGP from 2025 WSIF 64.00 
percentile 

Regular Attendance 
Rate Change 

Change in Regular Attendance rate from 
2023-2024 school year to 2024-2025 school 
year 

6.471 
percentage 

points 

Four-Year Graduation 
Rate Change 

Change in the Four-Year graduation rate from 
2023-2024 school year to 2024-2025 school 
year 

7.1464 
percentage 

points 

Extended Graduation 
Rate Change 

Change in the extended graduation rate 
(Five- to Seven-Year) from 2025 3-year WISF 

18.2806 
percentage 

points 
9th Graders On-Track 
Rate Changes 

Change in the 9th Graders On-Track rate from 
2023-2024 school year to 2024-2025 school 
year 

10.5129 
percentage 

points 

Dual Credit 
Completion Rate 
Change 

Change in the Dual Credit completion rate 
from 2023-2024 school year to 2024-2025 
school year 

15.2571 
percentage 

points 

EL Progress English Language Progress rate from 2025 3-
year WSIF 

66.1813% 
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Growth Route – 2026 Threshold Cut Points (Top 10%) for Student 
Groups 
Schools may be recognized for Growth if at least one individual student group meets the 
listed threshold (greater than or equal to the number listed in the chart) in at least 60% of 
the group’s reportable metrics. Data elements are described on the previous page. 

Table G1: 2026 Top 10% Threshold Cut Points for ELA and Math Measures, Individual 
Student Groups (pp = percentage points) 

Student Group 
ELA Proficiency 
Rate Change 

Math Proficiency 
Rate Change 

ELA SGP Math SGP 

All Students 6.7035 pp 7.0629 pp 61.50 percentile 64.00 percentile 
Native American 12.4579 pp 15.6863 pp 56.60 percentile 67.30 percentile 
Asian 14.3254 pp 14.2201 pp 72.00 percentile 72.20 percentile 
Black 16.4744 pp 14.3245 pp 62.30 percentile 66.00 percentile 
Hispanic 12.0905 pp 11.0630 pp 63.00 percentile 64.50 percentile 
White 18.8327 pp 13.3468 pp 63.00 percentile 66.05 percentile 
Pacific Islander 9.3692 pp 9.9494 pp 65.00 percentile 65.00 percentile 
Two or More Races 15.6057 pp 15.5609 pp 67.50 percentile 69.50 percentile 
English Learner 10.4547 pp 10.0796 pp 62.35 percentile 65.00 percentile 
Low- Income 9.1513 pp 9.7633 pp 60.00 percentile 63.00 percentile 
Special Education 10.7250 pp 10.8044 pp 60.00 percentile 62.00 percentile 

 

Table G2: 2026 Top 10% Threshold Cut Points for Non-ELA/Math Measures, Individual 
Student Groups (pp = percentage points) 

Student Group 
Regular 
Attendance 
Rate Change 

Grad Rate 
Change 

Extended 
Grad Rate 
Change 

Dual Credit 
Completion 
Rate Change 

9th Grade on 
Track Rate 
Change 

All Students 6.4710 pp 7.1464 pp 18.2806 pp 15.2571 pp 10.512 9 pp 
Native American 16.7907 pp n/a 19.7244 pp 22.9318 pp 12.5843 pp 
Asian 11.7536 pp 4.6620 pp 13.5714 pp 18.4649 pp 21.0814 pp 
Black 13.8889 pp 7.1419 pp 24.9515 pp 19.5370 pp 21.9572 pp 
Hispanic 10.2199 pp 7.8172 pp 22.0982 pp 20.4544 pp 14.9868 pp 
White 18.8778 pp 1.1905 pp 24.3571 pp 21.2660 pp 32.5343 pp 
Pacific Islander 8.1276 pp 7.7441 pp 16.6667 pp 15.7476 pp 12.0111 pp 
Two or More Races 12.6184 pp 7.3333 pp 16.0354 pp 18.5204 pp 17.7433 pp 
English Learner 10.5228 pp 9.7806 pp 20.0000 pp 18.4322 pp 17.4867 pp 
Low- Income 8.1487 pp 8.3307 pp 19.0615 pp 17.4024 pp 13.4851 pp 
Special Education 10.4741 pp 14.1383 pp 27.3435 pp 18.1067 pp 14.5718 pp 
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Achievement Route - Threshold Cut Points (Top 20%) for All 
Students 
Schools may be recognized for Achievement if their All Students group meets the listed 
threshold in at least two of the group’s reportable metrics in the 2025 3-year WSIF. Data 
elements are described in Appendix A: WSIF Indicators. 

Data Element Top 20% Threshold (Greater than or 
equal to) 

ELA Proficiency Rate 67.0818% 
Math Proficiency Rate 57.3696% 
Four-Year Graduation Rate 92.9226% 
Dual Credit Completion Rate 75.2394% 
9th Grade On-Track Rate 86.3035% 
Regular Attendance Rate 84.7451% 
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