
USE YOUR VOICE & REPRESENT YOUR FELLOW STUDENTS

SERVE ON THE STATE 
BOARD OF EDUCATION!
APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED FOR CURRENT 
SOPHOMORES UNTIL MARCH 31, 2026

WHY APPLY TO BECOME  
A STUDENT BOARD MEMBER?

Serve a two-year term and use your voice to represent over 
one million students statewide. 

Vote on decisions that shape education policy and impact 
generations of students to come.

Meet with policymakers and industry leaders across the state 
(all travel expenses covered).

Earn a stipend of up to $100/day when engaged in Board 
meetings and other activities. 

Visit our website 
to learn more and 

apply!

WHO’S ELIGIBLE?
We are looking for students who can communicate the experiences of a wide range of students, 
including those who have experienced academic challenges, alternative learning pathways, or navigated 
school while facing barriers outside of the classroom.

Reside in Washington State and attend a public 
or private school during the 2026-2028 term. 

Be a current sophomore (rising junior) at the 
time of selection. 

Be able to devote sufficient time to Board 
responsibilities, including attending scheduled 
State Board of Education meetings.

Commit to making up missed 
schoolwork due to Board meetings.

Have a positive academic and/
or extracurricular record, which 
may be demonstrated by grades, 
activities, accomplishments, and/or 
recommendations of peers, educators, 
or community members.

✓
✓
✓

✓
✓

NO PRIOR EXPERIENCE IN EDUCATION POLICY OR FORMAL 
STUDENT LEADERSHIP IS REQUIRED!

LEARN MORE: www.sbe.wa.gov/studentboard SEND QUESTIONS TO: Anna.Ricks@k12.wa.us
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What Do Student Board Members Receive for Serving?

Student board members receive a stipend of up to $100 per day for 
Board activities and are reimbursed for travel expenses.

Beyond compensation, serving on the Board is a unique professional development 
opportunity and a powerful platform for student voice. Students shape education 
policy, represent students across Washington, and share perspectives that might 
otherwise go unheard. Students gain leadership skills, policy experience, and 
professional connections that can support future goals after high school. 

Student members meet and work alongside policy and education 
leaders from across the state, many of whom can serve as strong 
professional references for career, college, or military applications. 

What Do Student Board Members Do?

Student board members are trusted with the same 
responsibilities as adult members. They attend all Board 
meetings, contribute to discussions, and vote on policy changes. 
In fact, Washington is one of only a handful of states that gives 
students full voting power on the State Board of Education! 

Student board members meet with lawmakers and other elected 
officials to advocate for policies that improve Washington’s education 
system for students. 

Additional activities may include attending community forums, 
site visits, and other outreach events developed by the Board and 
partner organizations. Student members also represent the Board at 
community events across the state. 

Students serve a two-year term, starting in the summer of their junior 
year and concluding on June 30 of the second year of their term.

“Serving on the State Board of Education has not only 
given me the chance to represent my community and 
students statewide, but also the chance to learn more 
about myself and the education system I’m a part of. 
This experience, from application to the work I partake 
in today, has equipped me with skills I’ve utilized to 
become a force for change.”

-Abby Wu, 2025-2026 Student Board Member
Senior, Pullman School District


