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The world is changing fast — how do we prepare our students with the 
knowledge and skills they need to thrive?  
The Washington State Board of Education is answering this question head on through FutureReady — a statewide 
initiative to modernize high school graduation requirements so students graduate with the essential knowledge and 
skills they need to thrive in life, work, and their community. 

Rather than making small adjustments, this effort seeks to holistically review the current framework, integrating 
essential skills while promoting interdisciplinary and inclusive learning.  

Why is the Board Updating Requirements? 

In today’s rapidly changing landscape, our current graduation requirements may fall short 
of fully preparing students for success. We’ve heard from students, educators, employers, 
and community members calling for updates that strengthen skills in technology literacy, 
financial literacy, and cultural competence, while simplifying a system that has become 
overly complex and inequitable.

As part of our duties assigned by state law, we are responsible for setting graduation 
requirements, regularly reviewing them, and proposing changes to the state Legislature. 

A Different Kind of Process for a Different Kind of Update 

The Board is taking a collaborative, transparent approach that 
engages voices from every corner of Washington through a 
cross-sector FutureReady Task Force that includes students 
and families, K–12 and postsecondary educators, community 
organizations, employers, and policymakers.

The Task Force also includes community liaisons who 
gather feedback from across Washington—ensuring that 
communities historically underserved by the education 
system have a strong voice in the process. 

Working with Subject-Matter Experts 
The Board has established subcommittees to explore 
key issues that require focused expertise. Their 
input will inform the broader conversations between 
the Task Force and the Board. When possible, the 
Board partnered with existing organizations already 
working in related areas. As new needs arise, 
subcommittees may evolve or expand. 
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When will changes take effect? 
The earliest any new 
requirements could take effect 
is for the Class of 2031. A longer 
phase-in will be built in for bigger 
adjustments to ensure schools 
and students have time to adapt. 

Phase I: Visioning
The Board and Task Force 
developed a shared vision 
for the high school diploma 
and identified where current 
graduation requirements fall 
short.
This works serves as the 
foundation that all future 
recommendation policy 
development will build upon.  

Phase II: Developing Recommendations 
The Board and Task Force are now working with 
community stakeholders and subject-matter 
experts to develop recommendations that 
address gaps found in the current graduation 
requirements. They will focus on tackling big-
picture questions like:   

•	 What knowledge and skills do students need 
to succeed in a changing world?   

•	 How can those fit into a limited set of 
requirements, with appropriate flexibility to 
accommodate individual student interests?

Draft recommendations will be released for 
public input in early 2026. 

Phase III: Legislative Proposal 
Development 
The Board will refine its 
recommendations based on 
feedback from stakeholders 
and prepare a proposal for 
consideration during the 2027 
Legislative Session.  

What Recommendations Will We Make? 

It’s too early to say what specific recommendations will emerge. This work isn’t just about adding new requirements. 
It’s about integrating real-world skills into a graduation requirement system that’s simpler, fairer, and more meaningful for 
every student.  

FutureReady is looking at the academic knowledge and real-world readiness skills students need to succeed in a 
changing world.  This includes the basics — things like English language arts, math, science and social studies. But 
it also includes skills that will prepare students for employment and life after high school: things like understanding 
emerging technology, critically engaging with digital media, and understanding financial literacy.  

We’re also looking closely at what supports schools will need to bring any changes to life, including staffing, 
scheduling, professional development, and resources.

Subscribe to the FutureReady Newsletter 
Subscribing to the newsletter is the best way to receive updates and be the first to get 
important announcements and learn about ways for the community to get involved. 

Give a Public Comment 
Share your perspective anytime through our online public comment form. All input is 
shared with the Board and may be publicly posted. 
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