Graduation

Requirements
in Washington State

The State Board of Education (SBE) sets state graduation requirements. The following diagram
shows the three required components for earning a high school diploma and how they work
together to fulfill the purpose of the diploma.

High School & Beyond Plan

A planning tool that helps students
identify interests, set goals, and choose
high school courses and activities.

Credit & Subject Area
Requirements

Students develop knowledge and skills
outlined in state learning standards for
core and other subjects.

Graduation Pathway Options

Ways students show readiness for their
individual education and career goals for
life after high school.

Purpose

()
To declare that a student is
— ready for success in:
e Postsecondary education
¢ Gainful employment
¢ Civic engagement
e Lifelong learning
/ (RCW 28A.230.700)

School districts may add additional local graduation requirements on top of the state minimum
requirements. Districts could add additional credit and subject area requirements (e.g. a financial
literacy course) or other requirements like a senior project or community service hours.

Students are assigned an expected graduation year at the time they enter ninth grade. They are
held to the graduation requirements of that graduation year regardless of the year they actually
complete high school.

High School & Beyond Plan (HSBP)

The High School and Beyond Plan (HSBP) is a personalized planning
process that helps students - along with their families and teachers -
navigate high school and prepare for their future. Each student starts
their HSBP in 7th grade, and it's updated every year to reflect their
changing interests, goals, and needs. The HSBP includes a high school
course taking plan that aligns with a student’s postsecondary plans, any
supports the student may need to graduate, an activity log that includes
a student’s extracurricular experiences, and evidence the student has
received financial aid information for postsecondary programs.



https://sbe.wa.gov/our-work/graduation-requirements
https://sbe.wa.gov/our-work/graduation-requirements/high-school-and-beyond-plan
https://sbe.wa.gov/our-work/graduation-requirements/high-school-and-beyond-plan

Credit and Subject Area Requirements

To graduate, students must complete ., orar crenits
a total of 24 credits — 17 core credits
and seven flexible credits. This
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Notes:

1.Personalized pathway requirements (PPR) are electives in any subject that align with the student’s HSBP. The arts and world
language credits are the default suggestion, but can be replaced with other electives that better support a student’s goals.
2.Districts are authorized to waive up to two flexible credits of the 24-credit requirement for individual student circumstances.

Graduation Pathway Options

In 2019, legislation removed the requirement
that an individual student pass the state @ state Assessment €) Performance-Based

standardized assessments to graduate and Dual Credit Courses Combinations
replaced it with a set of pathway options. Armed Services

The graduation pathway options provide AP/IB/Cambridge Exams Vocational Aptitude
students multiple ways to show readiness for Battery (ASVAB)
their individual education and career goals. The @) SAT/ACT College

pathway a student completes must align with Entrance Exams _ Career and Technical

9 Education Course
Sequence (CTE)

the student’s postsecondary goals as described Transition Courses
in their High School and Beyond Plan.

Students must meet the pathway requirement in both English Language Arts (ELA) and
mathematics, however they can do so through different pathway combinations. For example, a
student might complete the ELA requirement through a performance-based assessment and the
math requirement through a transition course. Students who pursue the ASVAB or CTE
pathways do not need to meet English and math requirements separately since English and math
are embedded in both of those pathways.

School districts decide which pathways to offer so access varies across and within districts.
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K-12 public education system. Our mission is to create an equitable and inclusive K-12 education system
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