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Key Questions

Washington State Board of Education

 Why is this an important discussion to have?

Population

 How many students with a disability are served in Washington K-12 

public schools?

 Where are the students with a disability?

 What are the most common disability types?

Academic Achievement

 What are typical proficiency, growth, and graduation rates for students 

with a disability?

 Do those rates vary by disability category and school level?



Here is a High-Stakes Decision

Washington State Board of Education

School A

 18.4% proficient in reading

 9.4% proficiency in math

 13.9% proficient in reading and 

math combined

School B

 14.7% proficient in reading

 12.8% proficient in math

 13.8% proficient in reading and 

math combined

If you knew that both schools:

• Are in a similar setting and are similar in size

• Have similar school demography (FRL%, SWD%, and ELL%)

• Have similar school demography (race and ethnicity)

• Have educators with about the same education, experience, etc.

Would you agree that School B is the lower performing and should 

receive targeted support before school A?



Why is this Important?

Washington State Board of Education



Students with a Disability in a District

Percent Tested in 2014

Washington State Board of Education

State of Washington
Percent of Tested Students Who are SWD

Students with a Disability

The assessed population of some districts
(in dark blue) exceeds 20 percent SWDs. 



Schools with the Highest Percentage of SWD 

Students as a Percentage of the Tested Population

Washington State Board of Education

State of Washington
Percent of Tested Students Who are SWD

Students with a DisabilityFor some schools, the assessed
population can be more than 
one-third SWDs.



PROFICIENCY, GROWTH, AND 

GRADUATION

Washington State Board of Education

Academic Performance



Learning Expectations

Washington State Board of Education

 The vast majority of students receiving special education 

found eligible under a disability category that in no way 

precludes them from

 functioning at or above grade level or 

 from achieving proficiency on a state’s academic content standards

 when appropriate services, supports, and accommodations are provided

 One obvious example: just because a student is blind 

doesn’t mean there’s anything wrong with that student’s 

brain. 

From: http://www.centerforpubliceducation.org/Evaluating-performance/Special-education-A-better-

perspective-full-report.html

http://www.centerforpubliceducation.org/Main-Menu/Evaluating-performance/Special-education-At-a-glance/Special-education-A-better-perspective-full-report.html


District-Level Reading and Math Proficiency 3-YR Average

Students with a Disability

Washington State Board of Education

State of Washington
Students with a Disability

2014 Reading and Math Proficiency

Highest proficiency rates  in dark blue 
and lowest proficiency rates in orange.



Schools with the Highest Performing SWDs –

Proficiency (3-Yr)

Washington State Board of Education

State of Washington
Students with a Disability

Highest Proficiency Rates (3-Year Average)



Schools with the Highest Performing SWDs –

Growth (3-Yr)

Washington State Board of Education

State of Washington
Students with a Disability

Highest Student Growth



2015-16 Focus School List

Washington State Board of Education

 133 Focus Schools

 98 (74 percent) were 

identified based on low 

SWD performance

 Reading and Math 

(combined) proficiency 

rate < 13.86

 3-year average

 Highline SD (6)

 Bethel SD (5)

 Kent SD (5)

 Wenatchee SD (5)



Districts with SWD Focus Schools

Washington State Board of Education



Schools with the Lowest Performing SWDs –

Proficiency (3-Yr)

Washington State Board of Education

State of Washington
Students with a Disability

Reading and Math Proficiency (3-Year)



Schools with the Lowest Performing SWDs –

Growth (3-Yr)

Washington State Board of Education

State of Washington
Students with a Disability

Reading and Math Growth (3-Year)



Schools with the Highest and Lowest 5-Year Graduation Rates

Students with a Disability (3-Yr Average)

Washington State Board of Education

State of Washington
Students with a Disability

Highest and Lowest SWD 5-Year Graduation Rates (3-Year Average)

Highest grad rates  in dark blue and
lowest grad rates in orange.



T H E  N AT I O N A L  C E N T E R  F O R  L E AR N I N G  
D I S AB I L I T I E S  AR G U E S  T H AT  C O M B I N I N G  T H E  

P E R F O R M AN C E  O F  S E V E R AL  S T U D E N T  
S U B G R O U P S  D O E S  N O T H I N G  T O  H E L P  S C H O O L S  

I D E N T I F Y  H O W  T O  G O  AB O U T  TAR G E T I N G  
I N S T R U C T I O N  T O  T H E  S T U D E N T S  W H O  C O M P R I S E  

T H E  G R O U P.

Washington State Board of Education

Learning Expectations



14 Disability Groups

Washington State Board of Education

 Higher than the U.S. 

average 

 Health Impairments 

 Developmental Delays

 Lower than average 

 Communication Disorders

 Intellectual Disability

 Emotional/Behavioral 

Disability
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Population of Each Disability Category

Washington State Board of Education

 139,601 students with a disability in 2013-14 school year

 13.2 percent of the K-12 public school enrollment
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Percent Change in Population by Category

Washington State Board of Education

 The Autism disability category size increased about 27 

percent over the last four years.
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Proficiency Rates by Disability Category

Elementary Grades

Washington State Board of Education

Students with communication, orthopedic, developmental, visual 

impairments and autism are the highest performing.
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Proficiency Rates by Disability Category

Middle Grades

Washington State Board of Education

Students with communication, orthopedic, visual impairments, and autism 

are the highest performing students with a disability.
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Proficiency Rates by Disability Category

High School Grades

Washington State Board of Education

Students with communication, visual, orthopedic impairments, and autism 

are the highest performing but are far below non-disabled students.
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SWD Performance - Summary

Washington State Board of Education

At all school levels, students with a specific learning disability are the 

most numerous and among the lowest performing.
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Our High-Stakes Decision – Identify School B

Washington State Board of Education

School A

 18.4% proficient in reading

 9.4% proficiency in math

 13.9% proficient in reading and 

math combined

School B

 14.7% proficient in reading

 12.8% proficient in math

 13.8% proficient in reading and 

math combined

Mostly students with Communication 

and Health impairments who average 

(statewide)
• 46.5% proficient in reading

• 40.0% proficient in math

• 43.3% proficient in reading and math 

combined

The group at this school is performing 

about 68% below the state average for 

students with Health and Communication

impairments.

Mostly students with a Specific 

Learning Disability who average 

(statewide)
• 16.8% proficient in reading

• 11.4% proficient in math

• 14.1% proficient in reading and math 

combined

The group at this school is performing 

at about the state average for students 

with a Specific Learning Disability.



“Double” Performance Gap

Washington State Board of Education

 School is underperforming as 

compared to the state average 

for the disability type.

 School is performing similar to 

the state average for the 

disability type.
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Questions

Washington State Board of Education

Please contact Andrew Parr

andrew.parr@k12.wa.us

if you have questions or ideas about this ongoing work.

mailto:andrew.parr@k12.wa.us

