Information on Testing and Exit Exams
Past work of the Board

e January 2015. The Board adopted a position statement on assessments. This is the current
position of record. It provides guidance to OSPI to perform the technical work to help the Board
identify graduation scores on the Smarter Balanced assessments and alternatives.

o Position statement on assessments:
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/BoardMeetings/2015/Jan/ExhibitA PositionStatementon
Assessments.pdf

e August 2015. The Board adopted graduation scores on the Smarter Balanced Assessments. The
memo contains a summary of the Board’s work on assessments up until then, as well as a
discussion of the context for setting the graduation scores.

o Board packet info:
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/BoardMeetings/2015/August/01 GradScoresMemo.pdf

e November, 2015. The Board engaged in a discussion of assessments and exit exams, as part of
the discussion of the Board’s legislative priorities.
o Board packet info:
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/BoardMeetings/2015/Nov/03 Assessments.pdf
o Staff presentation:
https://prezi.com/8las8tzffy71/assessment-system/

Annotated Bibliography

What does the research say about the relationship between high school exit exams and student
achievement, graduation rates, and postsecondary outcomes?

Summary: There is little evidence that exit exams have a positive effect on student achievement or that
they have a significant impact on graduation rates. There is evidence that students who barely fail an
exit exam have worse postsecondary outcomes than students who barely pass, and that negative effects
of exit exams, or repeated test-taking to pass an exit exam are larger for black students and English
language learners.

Below are citations and key findings of the studies reviewed. Sources were identified through the
Education Northwest Ask-A-REL service.
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on graduation rates, but found no effects for achievement, possibly due to the lack of meaningful cross-
state achievement data in the time period studied.
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Education Review, 31(1), 56—65. This study found that exit exams improve curriculum-based knowledge
but do not affect mathematical literacy. Students, although showing a better performance, are less
intrinsically motivated in school.
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negative effects than benefits of failing a high school exit exams, although the also identified some
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exams.
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the exam on high school course taking, achievement, persistence, or graduation for students with test
scores near the exit exam passing score.
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aspirations. Journal of Hispanic Higher Education, 15(2), 113-135. This study explores the influence
high-stakes testing has on Latina/o student aspirations and subsequent college enrollment. The findings
shoe a strong correlation between the math and English Language Arts exams, and that each
subsequent attempt of the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) yields lower average scores.
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