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RULES REVISION FOR ACCOUNTABILITY

BACKGROUND

The 2010 Legislature passed E2SSB 6696 creating Required Action Districts that contain
persistently lowest achieving (PLA) Title | or Title | eligible schools in the bottom five percent of
performance on state assessments for all students in math and reading. The State Board of
Education (SBE) and the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) were both given
authority to develop rules in order to implement E2SSB 6696.

At the September 2010 meeting, SBE staff presented draft rules for the Required Action District
process. Subsequent to Board approval, staff filed the proposed language with the Code Reviser
and set a hearing date of Tuesday, November 9, 2010.

POLICY CONSIDERATION

The SBE will conduct a hearing on the proposed revisions to create a new chapter in Title 180 WAC
for accountability. The proposed revisions are included in Attachment A. Beginning in January 2011
and annually thereafter, the SBE would designate one or more districts for Required Action based
on recommendations from the Superintendent of Public Instruction. By May 15, 2011 and annually
thereafter the SBE will approve the Required Action District’s plan or notify the Required Action
District if its plan is not approved with the reasons why. Processes are also provided to address
Required Action Districts that reach an impasse or that must revise their plans.

EXPECTED ACTION

Adoption of the proposed rules for Chapter 180-17 WAC.

Prepared for the November 9-10, 2010 Board Meeting



Attachment A

Chapter 180-17 WAC

ACCOUNTABILITY

NEW SECTION

WAC 180-17-010 Designation of required action districts. 1In
January of each year, the state board of education shall designate
as a required action district a school district recommended by the
superintendent of public instruction for such designation.

NEW SECTION

WAC 180-17-020 Process for submittal and approval of required
action plan. (1) Except as otherwise provided in WAC 180-17-030,
school districts designated as required action districts by the
state board of education shall develop a required action plan
according to the following schedule:

(a) By April 15th of the year in which the district is
designated, a school district shall submit a required action plan
to the superintendent of public instruction to review and approve
that the plan is consistent with federal guidelines for the receipt
of a School Improvement Grant. The required action plan must
comply with all of the requirements set forth in RCW 28A.657.050.

(b) By May 1st of the year in which the district is
designated, a school district shall submit a required action plan
approved by the superintendent of public instruction to the state
board of education for approval.

(2) The state board of education shall, by May 15th of each
year, either:

(a) Approve the school district's required action plan; or

(b) Notify the school district that the required action plan
has not been approved stating the reasons for the disapproval.

(3) A school district notified by the state board of education
that its required action plan has not Dbeen approved under
subsection (2) (a) of this section shall either:

(a) Submit a new required action plan to the superintendent of
public instruction and state board of education for review and
approval within forty days of notification that its plan was
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rejected. The state board of education shall approve the school
district's required action plan by no later than July 15th if it
meets all of the requirements set forth in RCW 28A.657.050; or

(b) Submit a request to the required action plan review panel
established under RCW 28A.657.070 for reconsideration of the state
board's rejection within ten days of the notification that the plan
was rejected. The review panel shall consider and issue a decision
regarding a district's request for reconsideration to the state
board of education by no later than June 10th. The state board of
education shall consider the recommendations of the panel and issue
a decision in writing to the school district and the panel by no
later than June 20th. If the state board of education accepts the
changes to the required action plan recommended by the panel, the
school district shall submit a revised required action plan to the
superintendent of public instruction and state board of education
by July 30th. The state board of education shall approve the plan
by no later than August 10th if it incorporates the recommended
changes of the panel.

(4) If the review panel issues a decision that reaffirms the
decision of the state board of education rejecting the school
district's required action plan, then the school district shall
submit a revised plan to the superintendent of public instruction
and state board of education within twenty days of the panel's
decision. The state board of education shall approve the
district's required action plan by no later than July 15th if it
meets all of the requirements set forth in RCW 28A.657.050.

NEW SECTION

WAC 180-17-030 Process for submittal and approval of a
required action plan when mediation or superior court review is
involved. (1) By April 1st of the year in which a school district
is designated for required action, it shall notify the
superintendent of public instruction and the state board of
education that it is pursuing mediation with the public employment
relations commission in an effort to agree to changes to terms and
conditions of employment to a collective bargaining agreement that
are necessary to implement a required action plan. Mediation with
the public employment relations commission must commence no later
than April 15th.

(2) If the parties are able to reach agreement in mediation,
the following timeline shall apply:

(a) A school district shall submit its required action plan
according to the following schedule:

(1) By June 1lst, the school district shall submit its required
action plan to the superintendent of public instruction for review
and approval as consistent with federal guidelines for the receipt
of a School Improvement Grant.
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(1ii) By June 10th, the school district shall submit its
required action plan to the state board of education for approval.

(b) The state board of education shall, by June 15th of each
year, approve a plan proposed by a school district only if the plan
meets the requirements in RCW 28A.657.050 and provides sufficient
remedies to address the findings in the academic performance audit
to improve student achievement.

(3) If the parties are unable to reach an agreement in
mediation, the school district shall file a petition with the
superior court for a review of any disputed issues under the
timeline prescribed in RCW 28A.657.050. After receipt of the
superior court's decision, the following timeline shall apply:

(a) A school district shall submit its revised required action
plan according to the following schedule:

(1) By June 30th, the school district shall submit its revised
required action plan to the superintendent of public instruction
for review and approval as consistent with federal guidelines for
the receipt of a School Improvement Grant.

(1i) By July 7th, the school district shall submit its revised
required action plan to the state board of education for approval.

(b) The state board of education shall, by July 15th of each
year, approve a plan proposed by a school district only if the plan
meets the requirements in RCW 28A.657.050 and provides sufficient
remedies to address the findings in the academic performance audit
to improve student achievement.

NEW SECTION

WAC 180-17-040 Failure to submit or receive approval of a
required action plan. The state board of education shall direct
the superintendent of public instruction to require a school
district that has not submitted a final required action plan for
approval, or has submitted Dbut not received state board of
education approval of a required action plan by the beginning of
the school year in which the plan is intended to be implemented, to
redirect the district's Title I funds based on the academic
performance audit findings.

NEW SECTION

WAC 180-17-050 Release of a school district from designation
as a required action district. (1) The state board of education
shall release a school district from designation as a required
action district upon recommendation by the superintendent of public
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instruction, and confirmation by the board, that the district has
met the requirements for release set forth in RCW 28A.657.100.

(2) If the board determines that the required action district
has not met the requirements for a release in RCW 28A.657.100, the
school district shall remain in required action and submit a new or
revised required action plan under the process and timeline as
prescribed in WAC 180-17-020 or 180-17-030.
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