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BACKGROUND: 

The Board has been examining math issues for over a year.  Last winter (2007) the Board 

hired Strategic Teaching to conduct an independent review of the K-12 math standards and 

to work with the Board’s Math Panel.  Those recommendations were reviewed at three 

focus groups and through online feedback forms.  The recommendations were approved by 

the Board at its September 2007 meeting.  OSPI hired the Dana Center to facilitate a 

process to rewrite the math standards, based on those recommendations.  The revisions 

were due to the legislature by January 31, 2008.  Strategic Teaching’s Linda Plattner 

reviewed those draft standards in her February 5, 2008 report with the Board’s Math Panel 

on February 11th  to determine to what extent OSPI has followed the Board’s 

recommendations.  OSPI developed a second set of draft math K-12 standards on 

February 29, 2008.  The Board requested Ms. Plattner complete a second high level report 

in early March 2008. 

The report had two major findings:  1) the K-8 math standards are almost excellent, but 

need some editing; and 2) Grades 9-12 are a huge improvement, but need some language 

and content revisions.  The legislature under SB 6534 has asked the State Board of 

Education to use a national consultant to conduct an in depth review and make specific 

changes to the OSPI February 29th version.  The Board anticipates working collaboratively 

with OSPI in this work.  A further update on timelines will be provided at the March meeting.  

At this point, we anticipate reviewing the revised standards for K-8 at a special meeting on 

April 18th (this will be a short meeting where you can phone in or come to Olympia); the 

revised standards for Algebra I and Geometry, at our regular May meeting, and the revised 



standards for Algebra II, at our regular July meeting.  At each of these meetings, we will be 

giving OSPI the approval to adopt the standards, if you find the recommended standards 

meet your satisfaction; based on Strategic Teaching’s  recommendations and SBEs 

comments from the public, OSPI, and the SBE Math Panel. 

Attached you will find: 

 Strategic Teaching’s March 10, 2008 report on OSPI’s Draft February Standards. 

 SSB 6534 direction.  

 A work statement to extend the Strategic Teaching contract for an additional 

$282,700, to complete an in depth review of the February OSPI Mathematics 

Standards and to assist with the review of the proposed OSPI curricular menus.  

We will ask for your approval for this extension at the business meeting portion of 

the March meeting. 

 

 

 















































  

 

 

 

 

 

Legislative Direction and Extension of State Board of Education 
Contract with Strategic Teaching 

 

2008 Legislative Direction 

Under SSB 6534: 

The legislature directed the Board to work with an expert national consultant in 

mathematics to: 

 Analyze the February 2008 version of the revised math standards, including a 

comparison to exemplar standards previously reviewed. 

 Recommend specific language and content changes needed to finalize the 

revised standards. 

 Present findings to the Board in a draft report. 

Budget and Timelines 

Funding of $300,000 was provided in the budget to complete this work, in the 

standards, and to do its curricular review of the OSPI menus. 

By May 15, 2008, the Board will review the consultant’s report, consult the Board Math 

Panel, and hold a public hearing, directing the consultant to make any necessary 

changes. 

By July 1, 2008, the Superintendent of Public Instruction (SPI) shall revise the math 

standards and submit to the Board. 

By July 31, 2008, the Board shall approve the adoption of these math standards by the 

SPI or develop a plan to ensure the recommendations, by the consultant, are 

implemented. 

 

 



  

 

Under SSB 2598: 

 

 The timeline for the Board’s work to comment and make recommendations on 

the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction’s (OSPI) recommended 

curricular menu is extended to eight months after the new standards are adopted 

by OSPI. 

Extension of Strategic Teaching Contract 

Strategic Teaching will undertake the above work under the proposal outlined below: 
 

1. Conduct a benchmarking review of the February 2008 OSPI draft math 
standards to exemplars, using the same criteria (rigor, specificity, clarity, etc.) 
as were used in the benchmark review of the old OSPI math standards last 
summer (2007) and compare grades 2, 4, 6, 8, and Algebra I, using at least 
five other officially adopted standards or documents (i.e. California, Indiana, 
Singapore, the National Advisory Math Panel, American Diploma Project, 
and Washington College Readiness Standards).  Submit findings to the SBE 
by April 1, 2008. 

 
2. Conduct an in depth specific review of the K-8, February 2008 OSPI draft 

math standards and prepare specific suggested language edits as 
referenced in the Strategic Teaching March 10, 2008 document by April 5, 
2008. 

 
3. Conduct an in depth specific review of the Algebra I and Geometry,  

February 2008 OSPI draft math standards and prepare specific suggested 
language edits and content specifications as referenced in the Strategic 
Teaching March 10, 2008 document by April 29, 2008. 
 

4. Meet with SBE Math Panel on May 1, 2008 in the Seattle area. 
 

5. Make revisions based on all feedback received and provide final detailed 
report on Algebra I and Geometry by May 7, 2008 to the SBE. 
 

6. Attend May 14-15, 2008 SBE Board meeting. 
 

7. Conduct an in depth specific review of the Algebra II, February 2008 OSPI 
draft math standards and prepare specific suggested language edits and 
content specifications as referenced in the Strategic Teaching March 10, 
2008 document by June 10, 2008. 
 

8. Provide content of math courses for three high school credits based on 
revised standards by June 30, 2008. 
 



  

 

9. Meet once with SBE Math Panel in June or July 2008, in the Seattle area. 
 

10. Make revisions based on all feedback received and provide final detailed 
report on Algebra II by July 10, 2008 to the SBE. 
 

11. Provide a report that reviews OSPI’s consultants’ work on the curricular 
menus conformity to the new math standards by February 1, 2009. 
 

12. Meet with SBE Math Panel in February 2009, in the Seattle area. 
 

13. Complete final curricular review report based on feedback by March 1, 2009. 
 

14. Present to the Board at its March 25-26, 2009 Board meeting. 
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