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A BALANCED ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

School Year Last 12 weeks of the year*

DIGITAL CLEARINGHOUSE OF FORMATIVE TOOLS, PROCESSES AND EXEMPLARS
Released items and tasks; Model curriculum units; Educator training; Professional development tools and 

resources; Scorer training modules; Teacher collaboration tools; Evaluation of publishers’ assessments.

English Language Arts/Literacy and Mathematics, Grades 3-8 and High School

Computer Adaptive

Assessment and

Performance Tasks

Computer Adaptive

Assessment and

Performance Tasks

Scope, sequence, number and timing of interim assessments locally determined

*Time windows may be adjusted based on results from the research agenda and final implementation decisions.

PERFORMANCE 

TASKS 

• ELA/Literacy

• Mathematics

Re-take option

COMPUTER 

ADAPTIVE TESTS

• ELA/Literacy

• Mathematics

Optional Interim

Assessment

Optional Interim

Assessment
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MAJOR MILESTONES IN DEVELOPMENT OF  

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS

Cognitive 
Labs         

Apr – Aug 
2012

Small 
Scale 
Trials      

Mar – Nov 
2012

Pilot 
Testing

Feb – May 
2013

Field 
Test

Mar – June 
2014

Deploy For 
Operational 

Use

Fall 2014

✔ ✔ ✔

Early Q.C. of items & software; no student results Full system 
run-through; 
Establish 
performance 
standards
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Reading
(end 2013-2014)

Writing
(end 2013-

2014)

English/LA
(begin 2014-2015)

Math
(end 2013-

2014)

Math
(begin 2014-

2015)

Science
(no change)

Grade 3 MSP SBAC MSP SBAC

Grade 4 MSP MSP SBAC MSP SBAC

Grade 5 MSP SBAC MSP SBAC MSP

Grade 6 MSP SBAC MSP SBAC

Grade 7 MSP MSP SBAC MSP SBAC

Grade 8 MSP SBAC MSP SBAC MSP

High 
School

See next slide See next slide Biology 
EOC

MSP = Measurements of Student Progress
HSPE = High School Proficiency Exams
EOC = End of Course exams
SBAC = Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium

EVOLUTION TO SMARTER BALANCED 

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS IN WASHINGTON

4



English/LA Mathematics Science
(no change)

Grade 3 SBAC SBAC

Grade 4 SBAC SBAC

Grade 5 SBAC SBAC MSP

Grade 6 SBAC SBAC

Grade 7 SBAC SBAC

Grade 8 SBAC SBAC MSP

Grades10 
(until Class of 2019)

Comprehensive ELA
exit exam

Year 1or Year 2
EOC exit exam

EOC Biology
exit exam (until NGSS)

Grade 11 SBAC – College and Career 
Ready

SBAC – College and 
Career Ready

SBAC=SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium
MSP= Measurements of Student Progress
EOC= End of Course exams

WITH SUMMATIVE HIGH SCHOOL ASSESSMENTS 

IN 2014–15 AND BEYOND
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Graduation Assessment Requirements 

– Classes of 2013 and 2014

• HSPE Reading, HSPE Writing; 1 EOC Math

– Classes of 2015 – 2018 

• ELA exit exam; 1 EOC Math exit exam;  EOC Biology

• Smarter Balanced ELA and math tests taken in 11th for 
school accountability

– Class of 2019 and beyond

• Smarter Balanced tests in ELA and Math; Biology or 
NGSS

HS TESTING FOR GRADUATION 
(NEW JUNE 30)

6



SBAC ASSESSMENTS WILL MEASURE 

CAREER- AND COLLEGE-READINESS
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COALITION COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

PLACEMENT ASSESSMENT PRACTICES
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• Results (in 2013)

– 25 states offer 11th grade assessments (not WA)
• Examples:  COMPASS, AccuPLACER, SAT, ACT

– 8 states offer transition curricula

– 21 states have “local” transition coursework efforts

– Courses are offered in math (mostly) and English

• Transition Curricula: Special courses, set of modules, 
and/or online tutorials offered to at-risk 12th graders

– Successful completion links with placement in credit 
bearing courses 

– Successful is defined in different ways

RESHAPING COLLEGE TRANSITION 
(COMMUNITY COLLEGE RESEARCH CENTER TEACHERS COLLEGE, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, MAY 2013)



QUESTIONS?



1

1

Thank you!


