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BACKGROUND: 

The Washington State Institute for Public Policy (WSIPP) carries out practical, non-partisan 
research at legislative direction on issues of importance to Washington State. The Institute has 
a Board of Directors that represents the legislature, governor and public universities. 
 
To “increase understanding of the students who did not meet the standard in one or 
more areas of assessment,” the 2006 Washington State Legislature directed the 
Institute to conduct a “review and statistical analysis of Washington assessment of 
student learning data.” The study direction also calls for a review of "options to augment 
the current system of assessments to provide additional opportunities for students to 
demonstrate that they have met the state learning standards."  
 
Topics the staff has researched include: individual student characteristics and how they are 
associated with performance, alternative assessment options, textbook alignment with 
Washington State learning standards, association among subject areas, strand performance, 
open ended and multiple choice questions on the WASL, and effectiveness of the Promoting 
Academic Success (PAS) programs.  
 
Institute staff will provide the Board with the highlights of their findings. A copy of two of 
the most recent reports “Washington Assessment of Student Learning: Tenth-Grade 
WASL in Spring 2006: How Individual Student Characteristics Are Associated With 
Performance” and “Alternative Assessment Options for High School Graduation: Interim 
Report” are provided behind this tab. For detailed information on other reports, please 
go to the WSIPP Web site http://www.wsipp.wa.gov under the education policy area. 

http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/
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