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BACKGROUND: 

Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 6475 authorized the use of a Collection of Evidence (COE) 
as an option for meeting standards necessary to obtain a Certificate of Academic Achievement 
(CAA). Prior to implementation, the bill requires that the State Board of Education approve the 
guidelines, protocols, and scoring criteria for the collection. 
 
In making the approval decision, the board must find that the guidelines, protocols, and scoring 
criteria: 

1) Meet professionally accepted standards for a valid and reliable measure of the Grade 
Level Expectations and the Essential Academic Learning Requirements (see attached 
criteria); and 

2) Are comparable to or exceed the rigor of the skills and knowledge that a student must 
demonstrate on the Washington Assessment of Student Learning. 

 
At the meeting on October 26, additional comments will be accepted from the public on the 
draft guidelines, protocols, and scoring.  In addition, recommendations of the National 
Technical Advisory Committee will be presented.  A summary of earlier comments and OSPI’s 
responses are attached. 
 
On October 27, the State Board will be asked to make a decision on whether to approve the 
attached:  

1) guidelines;  

2) principal, teacher, and student sign-off statements on the submission forms; and  

3) scoring process and scoring criteria.   
 
Also included, for your information, are prototype work sample templates and work samples. 



October 10, 2006 

Validity and Reliability Standards  
for Classroom-based Assessments and  

Collections of Evidence 
 

Validity Standards 

Validity Standard 1:   
Representation and 
Fidelity 

Do the knowledge and skills required by the 
assessments represent the breadth of knowledge 
and skills defined in the standards? 

Validity Standard 2:  
Cognitive Demands 

Do the assessment tools and processes require 
students to demonstrate the targeted knowledge 
and skills at a cognitive level specified in the 
standards? 

Validity Standard 3: 
Consistency Across 
Assessments 

Do different assessments of the same knowledge 
and skills elicit comparable work? 

Validity Standard 4:   
Alignment with Instruction  

Does the assessment align with the content 
taught and the instructional methods used? 

Validity Standard 5:   
Enhancing Fairness and 
Minimizing Bias 

Do the assessment tools and processes provide 
an equal opportunity for individuals, regardless of 
group or setting, to demonstrate the targeted 
knowledge and skills? 

Validity Standard 6:   
Consequences of the 
Interpretation and Use of 
Assessment Results 

Are there negative consequences for students 
that could be prevented if assessment tools, 
processes, events, or decisions had been more 
valid? 

 

 

Reliability Standards 

Reliability Standard 1: 
Generalizability 

Is the work typical of what the student knows and 
is able to do in relation to the learning targets? 

Reliability Standard 2: 
Sufficiency of Evidence 

Is there sufficient evidence so that one can make 
a dependable judgment about what each student 
knows and is able to do in relation to the learning 
targets? 

Reliability Standard 3:   
Clarity of Directions and 
Expectations 

Do the assessment directions provide clear, 
unambiguous expectations so that students can 
dependably demonstrate what they know and are 
able to do in relation to the learning targets? 

Reliability Standard 4: 
Quality of Scoring 

Are the scoring rules and scoring processes 
systematic enough to ensure consistent 
evaluation across scorers, over time, and across 
diverse samples of student work that 
demonstrate the same learning targets? 
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